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Jièshào péngyou

Introducing Friends

Xïngqïliù wânshang qï diân shí fën, Lín Hâiyïng käichë dào le Jïn Jiàn
jiä. Jïn Jiàn gêi tä jièshào tä de nÍpéngyou.

At 7:10 on a Saturday night, Lin Haiying drives up to Jin Jian’s house.
Jin Jian introduces his girlfriend to Lin Haiying.

Haiying, I will introduce you. This is
Ma Hong, she is my classmate. This is
Lin Haiying. We were high school
classmates, and she is my best friend.

Hi, Ma Hong.

Hi, Haiying! Jin Jian has told me a lot
about your high school years.

Really!

Where are we going tonight?

We can go out to dinner and watch a
movie.

Okay, should we eat first, then watch
a movie, or should we watch a movie
first, then eat?

Jïn Jiàn: Hâiyïng,  wô gê i  n îmen
jièshào jièshào, zhè shì Mâ
Hóng, tä shì wô de tóngxué.
Zhè shì Lín Hâiyïng, wômen
shì zhõngxué de tóngxué, tä
shì wô zuìhâo de péngyou.

Lín Hâiyïng: Nî hâo, Mâ Hóng.

Mâ Hóng: Nî hâo, Hâiyïng. Jïn Jiàn
gàosu wô hên duõ nîmen
zhõngxué shíhou de shìqing.

Lín Hâiyïng: Shì ma!

Mâ Hóng: Wômen jïntiän wânshang qù
nâr?

Jïn Jiàn: Wômen kêyî chñqu chïfàn,
kàn diànyîng.

Lín Hâiyïng: Hâo. Wômen shì xiän chïfàn
zài qù kàn diànyîng, háishì
xiän kàn diànyîng zài chïfàn?
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1. diân dot, point; drop (of liquid) (N); o’clock (MW)

☞ jî diân what time, when (QW)

(1) A: Qîngwèn, xiànzài jî diân? Excuse me, what time is it now?

B: Wô yê méiyôu biâo. I don’t have a watch (either).

(2) A: Wômen jî diân jiàn? What time will we meet up?

B: Shí’èr diân wû fën. Five minutes past twelve.

☞ zâodiân breakfast (N)

(1) A: Nî chï zâodiân de shíhou What do you like to drink for
xîhuan hë shénme? breakfast?

B: Wô xîhuan hë hóng chá. I like to drink red (black) tea.

(2) A: Nî jî diân chï zâodiân? What time do you have
breakfast?

B: Wô bù chï zâodiân. I don’t eat breakfast.

Mâ Hóng: Wô xiâng xiän chïfàn zài kàn
diànyîng.

Lín Hâiyïng: Wô tóngyì. Kàn diànyîng
yîhòu, wô qîng nîmen chï
diânxïn.

Jïn Jiàn: Hâo, nà wômen xiànzài jiù qù
chïfàn ba.

Lín Hâiyïng: Wômen kàn jî diân zhõng de
diànyîng?

Jïn Jiàn: Jiû diân sän kè de.

I think we should eat first, then watch
a movie.

I agree. After the movie, I'll treat you
to some snacks.

All right then, let’s go eat now.

What time is the movie?

Nine fifteen.
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☞ diânxïn snacks (N)

(1) A: Nî xîhuan chï Zhõngguó Do you like Chinese snacks or
diânxïn háishì Mêiguó American snacks?
diânxïn?

B: Wô xîhuan chï Mêiguó I like to eat American snacks.
diânxïn.

(2) Wô bù chï diânxïn, yïnwèi I don’t eat snacks because after
chï le diânxïn yîhòu, jiù bù (I) have snacks, (I) no longer
xiâng chïfàn le. want to have a decent meal.

☞ chádiân tea and pastries, refreshments (N)

(1) Qîng nîmen wânshang qï Please come to the meeting at
diân lái käihuì, wômen yôu seven o’clock tonight. We’ll have
hên duõ chádiân. a lot of refreshments.

(2) Yàoshì käihuì yôu chádiân, If refreshments are available at a
lái de rén jiù duõ. meeting, more people will come.

☞ diân cài choose dishes from a menu, order dishes (in a restaurant) (VO)

(1) A: Xiâojiê, nîmen xiànzài Miss, would you like to order
yào diân cài ma? now?

B: Wômen xiän kànkan, Give us a moment. We’ll order in
dêng yíhuìr zài diân. a while.

(2) A: Wô bú huì diân I don’t know how to order
Zhõngguócài. Chinese dishes. Chinese dishes
Zhõngguócài de míngzi have complicated names. You
hên nán. Nî diân ba. order, please.

B: Hâo, wô shìshi. Okay, I will try.

☞ yàodiân main points, essentials, gist, key point (N)

A: Lâoshï jïntiän shuõ de What were the main points of the
yàodiân shì shénme? teacher’s lecture today?

B: Wô yê bù zhïdào. I don’t know (either).
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☞ nándiân difficult point, difficulty (N)

Xué Zhõngwén de nándiân shì The difficulty with learning
Zhõngguózì tài duõ, tài nán xiê. Chinese is that there are too

many characters and (they are)
too difficult to write.

2. fën divide, separate (V); minute (of time) (MW)

(1) A: Wô yôu shí bên shñ, qîng I have ten books. Please
nî fën gêi tämen wû ge distribute them among those five
rén. people.

B: Hâo, yí ge rén liâng bên. All right, each person can have
two books.

(2) A: Xiànzài shì liù diân jî fën? What time is it? Six something?

B: Liù diân èrshí fën. 6:20.

☞ xuéfën credit (official acceptance and record of a student’s work in a
particular course of study) (N)

(1) A: Nî zhè xuéqï xuân le jî ge How many credits are you taking
xuéfën? this semester?

B: Shíliù ge. Sixteen.

(2) Shàng xuéqï wô de shùxuékè Last semester (I) didn’t do well
kâo bù hâo, méiyôu dédào in my math exam. (I) didn’t get
xuéfën. credit (for the course).

3. chë vehicle, wheeled machine (N)

A: Zhè ge chë shì nî de háishì Is this car yours or your
nî gëge de? brother’s?

B: Shì wô gëge de. It’s my brother’s.

☞ qìchë automobile, car (N)

A: Nî de qìchë shì nâ nián de? Which year was your car
(introduced in the market)?

B: Èrlínglíngèr nián de. It’s a 2002 model.
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☞ diànchë trolley, streetcar (N)

A: Nî yôu-méiyôu jiànguo Have you seen trolleys before?
diànchë?

B: Jiànguo. (I) have seen them before.

☞ huôchë train (N)

A: Nî xîhuan zuò huôchë háishì Do you like to ride on a train or
zuò qìchë? in a car?

B: Wô xîhuan zuò huôchë. I like to ride on a train.

☞ käichë drive or start a car, train, etc. (VO)

(1) Käichë de shíhou, bù kêyî One cannot drink when driving.
hë jiû.

(2) A: Nî huì käichë ma? Do you know how to drive?

B: Wô zâo jiù huì käi le. I have known how to drive for a
long time.

4. shì matter, affair, thing; business; trouble; job, work (N)

A: Nî zhâo wô yôu shénme Is there a reason why you were
shì ma? looking for me?

B: Wô xiâng qîng nî gêi wô I wanted to ask if you could
zhâo yí ge=shìr. find me a job.

☞ dàshì great (or major) event, important matter, major issue (N)

(1) Zhè shì guójiä dàshì, This is a national issue. We
wômen yïnggäi rènzhën de should think about it seriously.
xiâng-yi-xiâng.

(2) Nî jiä yôu shénme dàshì? Has something serious
happened in your family?

☞ bênshi skill; ability, capability (N)

A: Tä shì shénmeyàng de rén? What kind of person is he?

B: Tä shì yí ge hên yôu bênshi He is a very capable person.
de rén.
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☞ yôu shì when problems crop up (VO); busy (N)

(1) Yàoshì tä méiyôu shì, tä bú He wouldn’t come to see me if
huì lái zhâo wô. he didn’t have a problem.

(2) Wô jïntiän wânshang yôu shì, I am busy tonight, (I) can’t go
bú qù kàn diànyîng le. to the movie.

☞ zhâo shì look (or hunt) for a job (VO); pick a quarrel (V)

Xiànzài hên duõ rén dõu méiyôu Now many people are out of
gõngzuò, zhâo shì zhën nán. work; it is really difficult to get a

job.

☞ méishì- ask for trouble, try hard to find fault (IE)
zhâoshì Zhège rén sheí dõu bù xîhuan tä, Nobody likes this person because

yïnwèi tä lâo méishìzhâoshì. he is always asking for trouble.

5. qíng feeling, sentiment; love (N)

☞ shìqing affair; matter; thing; business (N)

Yàoshì nî jïntiän wânshang If you haven’t got anything to do
méiyôu shìqing, wômen qù kàn tonight, how about going to
diànyîng, hâo ba? watch a movie?

☞ àiqíng love (romance) (N)

(1) Shénme shì “àiqíng,” wô What is “love,” I don’t know
yê bù zhïdào. either.

(2) Wô mèimei zuì xîhuan kàn My little sister loves reading
àiqíng de xiâoshuõ gën romances and watching romantic
àiqíng diànyîng. movies.

☞ qíngrén sweetheart, lover (N)

Tä qíngrén shëngrì de shíhou, On her sweetheart’s birthday,
tä sòng tä hên duõ huär. she gave him a lot of flowers.

☞ xïnqíng frame of mind, mood (N)

(1) Zuìjìn wô de hâopéngyou These days my good friend is in
xïnqíng bù hâo, yìtiändàowân a bad mood. She’s always upset.
zài shëngqì.
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(2) Wèishénme yôu rén xïnqíng Why do some people drink when
bù hâo de shíhou jiù hë jiû? they’re in a bad mood?

6. xiän earlier, before; first; in advance (Adv)

(1) Nî zuìhâo xiän dâ ge diànhuà It’s best to give him a call and
kàn tä zài jiä bú zài jiä. find out whether he is home.

(2) Wômen xué Zhõngwén shì We learn to speak Chinese before
xiän xué shuõhuà, zài xué learning to recognize and write
rèn zì, xiê zì. Chinese characters.

☞ xiänsheng teacher; mister (Mr.); gentleman, sir; husband (N)

(1) Yè xiänsheng shì nî de Is Mr. Ye your teacher?
lâoshï ma?

(2) Xiänsheng, nî yào hë diânr Sir, what would you like to
shénme? drink?

(3) Wô xiänsheng jïntiän bú My husband is not home today.
zài jiä, qîng nî míngtiän Please come again tomorrow!
zài lái ba!

☞ xiänhòu altogether; priority, order, successively, one after another (Adv)

A: Nî xiänhòu xuéguo jî ge yuè How many months did you
de Rìwén? study Japanese altogether?

B: Wô xiänhòu xuéguo liù ge Altogether, I studied for six
yuè. Qùnián zài Rìbên xuéguo months. Two months in Japan
liâng  ge yuè, jïnnián zài last year and, four months in the
Mêiguó xuéguo le sì ge yuè. States this year.

7. zài another time, again, once more (Adv)

(1) Qîng nî zài shuõ. Please say it again.

(2) Zài duõ chï yìdiânr. Eat a bit more.

(3) Dêng tä xïnqíng hâo yìdiânr Tell him when he’s in a better
zài gën tä shuõ ba. mood.

☞ xiän ... first ... then (Conj)
zài (1) Nî xiän shìshi kàn, yàoshì Try first. If you still don’t under-

nî bú huì, zài  lái wèn wô. stand, then come and ask me.
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(2) Wômen dêi xiän qù yínháng We must first go to the bank to
ná qián, zài qù kàn diànyîng. get some money, then go watch

the movie.

☞ zàisän over and over again, repeatedly (Adv)

(1) Wô zàisän gàosu tä käichë I have told him repeatedly not to
de shíhou bú yào hë jiû, kêshì drink and drive, but he still
tä hái hë. drinks.

(2) Mäma zàisän gën tä shuõ Mother has told him over and
nàge rén shì ge xîhuan over again that that person
méishìzhâoshì de rén, kêshì is a trouble-maker, but he doesn’t
tä bú xìn. believe her.

☞ zàishuõ put off until some time later; moreover (IE)

(1) Qù Zhõngguó de shì, yîhòu As for going to China, let’s talk
zàishuõ ba. about it later.

(2) Zhège fànguânr de cài hên The food in this restaurant is
hâo, zàishuõ fànguânr de rén excellent. Moreover, the workers
yê hên héqi. in the restaurant are very nice.

☞ zàijiàn good-bye; see you again (V)

(1) Wômen shénme shíhou kêyî When can we see each other
zàijiàn? again?

(2) A: Shíhou bù zâo le, wô dêi It’s getting late, I have to get to
qù shàng kè le, zàijiàn! class. Good-bye!

B: Zàijiàn! Good-bye!

8. zhõng clock; hour; time (N)

(1) A: Xiànzài jî diân zhõng? What time is it now?

B: Qï diân sän kè. 7:45.

(2) A: Zhège zhõng bù zôu le? Isn’t this clock working?

B: Nî méiyôu biâo ma? Don’t you have a watch?

A: Méiyôu. No, I don’t (have one).
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9. kè a quarter of an hour; moment (MW); carve, engrave, cut (V)

(1) Shíwû fënzhõng shì yí kè. Fifteen minutes is a quarter of an
Yí ge xiâoshí shì jî kè? hour. How many quarters are

there in an hour?

(2) Sìshíwû fën shì jî kè? How many quarters are there in
forty-five minutes?

☞ kè zì carve (or engrave) characters on a seal, etc. (VO)

A: Nî huì-bu-huì kè zì? Do you know how to engrave
characters?

B: Wô bú huì, kêshì wô I don’t know, but my husband
xiänsheng huì. does.

10. ér child, youngster, son; male (N); (suffix)

☞ érnÍ sons and daughters, children (N)

A: Lâoxiänsheng, nî yôu-méiyôu Sir, do you have any children?
érnÍ?

B: Wô yôu sän ge érzi, sì ge Yes, I have three sons and four
nÍ’ér. daughters.

☞ nÍ’ér daughter, girl (N)

Wô jiêjie yôu liâng ge nÍ’ér, My elder sister has two
tämen dõu zài Yïngguó daughters. They are both
shàngxué. studying in England.

☞ nàr there (PW)

Nî kàn, nàr yôu yí ge cháguânr. Look, there’s a teahouse. Let’s go
Wômen qù nàr hë diânr chá ba. there and have some tea.

☞ zhèr here (PW)

Nî kàn, zhèr yê yôu yí ge Look, there’s also a teahouse
cháguânr, wômen jiù zài zhège here. Let’s just have some tea
cháguânr hë ba! Jìn yìdiânr. here! It’s closer.
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☞ nâr where (QW)

A: Nî xiâng qù nâr zhâo shì? Where do you want to find a job?

B: Nâr yào rén wô jiù qù nâr I’ll look for a job wherever
zhâo shì. workers are needed.

☞ yôu diânr some, a bit; somewhat (IE)

(1) Jïntiän de gõngkè yôu Today’s homework is a bit
diânr nán. difficult.

(2) Tä nÍpéngyou yôu diânr qián. His girlfriend has some money.

☞ yìdiânr a bit, a little (Adv)

(1) A: Wô mä shuõ Zhõngwén My mother says Chinese is not
yìdiânr yê bù nán. difficult at all.

B: Nâ shì yïnwèi tä shì That’s because she’s Chinese.
Zhõngguórén.

(2) Zhège cài hên hâochï, This is a very tasty dish. Have
duõ chï yìdiânr. some more.

☞ yíhuìr soon, a little while, a moment; one moment (TW)

(1) Wô yíhuìr jiù huílái. I will be back soon.

(2) Qîng nî zài zhèr dêng yíhuìr. Please wait here for a little while.
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11.1 CLOCK TIME

The three units for designating and measuring time by the clock are: diân
“hour,” kè “a quarter (of an hour)” and fën “minute.” These measures are
preceded by appropriate numbers and followed by the noun zhõng “clock.”
Hours are expressed by the numbers one through twelve followed by the
measure word zhõng. When the time expression contains kè or fën, zhõng is
often omitted.

yì diân zhõng one o’clock
liâng diân zhõng two o’clock
shí’èr diân zhõng twelve o’clock

We have already noted in Lesson 7 that the sequence of telling time in Chinese
always begins with the largest unit followed by progressively smaller ones:

shí’èr diân èrshíwû fën    12:25

Time before or after the hour is expressed with the verb chà “lacking” or guò
“past”:

yì diân chà wû fën five minutes to one
yì diân guò wû fën five minutes past one

Guò may be omitted before quarters and before minutes expressed in more
than two syllables:

liâng diân yí kè    2:15
liâng diân èrshí fën    2:20

Minute expressions with chà may be placed before or after the hour:

chà qï fen sän diân seven minutes to three
sän diân chà qï fën seven minutes to three
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11.1.1 Asking and answering in clock time

1. A: Shénme shíhou le? What time is it?

B: Liâng diân yí kè. Quarter past two.

2. A: Xiànzài jî diân zhõng? What time is it now?

B: Qï diân zhõng. Seven o’clock.

11.1.2 Amounts of clock time

The noun zhõngt óu “hour,” preceded by the measure word ge, is used when
a quantity of time is referred to:

yí ge zhõngtóu one hour
liâng ge zhõngtóu two hours
shí’èr ge zhõngtóu twelve hours
wû ge duõ zhõngtóu more than five hours
wû-liù ge zhõngtóu five or six hours
shíjî ge zhõngtóu more than ten hours

The noun zhõng “hour,” preceded by fën “minute” and/or by kè “quarter,”
may denote a point in time or a quantity of time:

sän kè zhõng three-quarters of an hour
sì ge zhõngtóu shí fënzhõng four hours and ten minutes
èrshíwû fënzhõng twenty-five minutes

11.2 FUNCTIONS OF TIME WORDS

Time words have two main functions.

11.2.1 As movable adverbs

As movable adverbs, time words may stand at the beginning of a sentence or
before a verb or other adverb to form a time background for the verb.
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A: Nî jïntiän qù shàng kè ma? Are you going to class today?

B: Jïntiän wô bú qù shàng kè, I am not going to class today. (I am)
míngtiän qù. going tomorrow.

11.2.2 As nouns

As nouns, time words may function as the subject or object of a verb or modify
another noun (with the particle de).

A: Jïntiän xïngqï jî? What day (of the week) is today?

B: Jïntiän xïngqï’èr. Today is Tuesday.

A: Nî kànjian jïntiän de bào le ma? Have you read today’s newspaper?

B: Méiyôu. No.

11.3 TIME EXPRESSIONS AND THEIR POSITIONS

WITHIN THE SENTENCE

There are two types of time words in Chinese. Note the differences among the
following kinds of time expressions and their positions within the sentence.

11.3.1 A particular point of time

Time expressions which indicate a particular point of time when an action
takes place, such as jïntiän “today,” qùnián “last year,” yîqián “before” or yîhòu
“in the future,” come before the verb.

1. A: Nî shénme shíhou qù shàng kè? When are you going to class?

B: Wô míngtiän zâoshang bä diân I am going to class tomorrow morning
qù shàng kè. at 8:00.

2. A: Nî míngnián qù Zhõngguó ma? Are you going to China next year?

B: Míngnián bú qù,  hòunián qù. (I) am not going next year; (I am) going
the year after the next.
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3. A: Nî yîqián huì shuõ Zhõngguóhuà Could you speak Chinese before?
ma?

B: Wô yîqián bú huì shuõ, (No,) I couldn’t speak Chinese before,
 kêshì xiànzài huì le. but now I can.

11.3.2 Duration I

Time expressions which indicate the duration in which an action takes place,
such as yí ge zhõngtóu “one hour,” liâng tiän “two days,” or sän nián “three
years,” come after the verb in a sentence.

1. A: Mâ Hóng yào zài Mêiguó jî How many years does Ma Hong want
nián? to stay in the States?

B: Tä yào zài zhèr liâng-sän nián. She wants to stay here for two or three
years.

2. A: Mâ Hóng yào xué jî nián How many years of English does Ma
Yïngwén? Hong want to study?

B: Tä shuõ tä yào xué liâng nián She says she wants to study English
Yïngwén. for two years.

3. A: Nî xué le jî ge xuéqï de How many semesters have you
Zhõngwén le? studied Chinese?

B: Wô xué le sì ge xuéqï de I have been studying Chinese for four
Zhõngwén le. semesters.

11.3.3 Duration II

Time expressions which indicate the duration in which an action does not
take place comes before the verb in a sentence.

1. A: Jïn Jiàn qùnián xué Rìwén Did Jin Jian take Japanese class last
le méiyôu? year?

B: Tä yîjïng liâng nián méi xué He hasn’t taken Japanese class for two
 Rìwén le. years already.
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2. A: Nî zuìjìn kàn diànyîng le ma? Have you watched a movie recently?

B: Wô yîjïng sän ge xïngqï méi It’s already been three weeks since I
kàn diànyîng le. last watched a movie.

3. A: Nî zênme le? What happened to you?

B: Wô liâng tiän méi chïfàn le. I haven’t eaten anything for two days.

A: Weìshénme? Why?

B: Bù xiâng chï. (I) had no appetite.

11.4 THE PATTERN yìdiânr

11.4.1 When yìdiânr comes after a verb

When yìdiânr “a bit” (or its shortened form diânr) comes after a verb, it means
“just a little or some.”

S V yìdiânr N / SV
Tä yôu yìdiânr qián.
He has a little/some money.

1. Wô jiù huì shuõ yìdiânr Zhõngguóhuà. I can speak only a little Chinese.

2. Wô jïntiän yôu diânr lèi. I am a bit tired today.

3. Zuìjìn wô yôu diânr máng. I have been a bit busy lately.

4. Wô nÍpéngyou zuìjìn yôu diânr bù My girlfriend has been a bit unhappy
gäoxìng. recently.

When yìdiânr is combined with the stative verb duõ “more” or shâo “less,”
yìdiânr comes after the main verb.

S SV V yìdiânr O
Nî dêi duõ kàn yìdiânr shñ.
You have to read some more books.
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1. Qîng nî duõ chï yìdiânr. Please eat a bit more.

2. Qîng nî shàng Zhõngwénkè de Please speak less English in the
shíhou, shâo shuõ yìdiânr Yïngwén. Chinese class.

 11.4.2 Yìdiânr may come either before or after a verb

When yìdiânr is combined with kuài “fast,” màn “slow,” zâo “early” or wân
“late,” the phrase may come either before the main verb, as in (A), or after the
main verb, as in (B).

(A) S SV yìdiânr V
(Nî) kuài yìdiânr zôu!
Walk a little faster!

(B) S V SV yìdiânr
(Nî) zôu kuài yìdiânr!
Walk a little faster!

1. Qîng nî kuài yìdiânr shuõ! Please speak a little faster!

2. Qîng nî màn yìdiânr zôu. Please walk a little slower!

3. Nî xiâng zâo yìdiânr qù ma? Do you want to go there a bit earlier?

4. Wô míngtiän kêyî wân yìdiânr lái ma? May I come a little later tomorrow?

11.4.3 Yìdiânr yê and yìdiânr dõu

When yìdiânr yê or yìdiânr dõu modifies a negative stative verb, it conveys the
idea “not at all.”

S yìdiânr yê/dõu Neg SV
Tä yìdiânr yê/dõu bù hâokàn.
She is not pretty at all.

1. Jiêjie shuõ de huà, wô yìdiânr dõu bù I didn’t like what my elder sister said
xîhuan. at all.

2. Zhõngwén yìdiânr yê bù nán. Chinese isn’t difficult at all.
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3. Tä xiê de shñ, yìdiânr yìsi yê méiyôu. The book he wrote was not interesting
at all.

11.5 THE PATTERN zài

11.5.1 Zài indicates a repetition of an event in the future

The adverb zài “again, once more” indicates a repetition that has not yet
occurred or a repetition of an event that will occur in the future.

1. Nî shénme shíhou zài qù Rìbên? When are you going to Japan again?

2. Yè xïansheng jïntiän bú zài jiä, Mr. Ye is not at home. You’d better
nî míngtiän zài lái ba. come again tomorrow.

3. Zài gêi tä yìdiânr qián ba! Give him a little more money!

4. Qîng nî zài shuõ-yi-shuõ zhè kè shñ Please repeat the main points of this
de yàodiân. lesson.

5. Zài duõ chï yìdiânr diânxïn. Have some more snacks.

6. A: Nî shénme shíhou zài lái? When will you come again?

B: Wô wânshang zài lái. I will be back in the evening.

11.5.2 Zài denotes two actions in sequence

When the adverb zài comes in the second clause of a sentence, it indicates
that the action will take place after the completion of the first action.

1. Dêng wô xiê hâo le zhège bàogào, Wait until I finish this report, then we
wômen zài  qù kàn diànyîng, hâo ma? will go watch a movie, all right?

2. Tä lái le, wômen zài chïfàn. We will eat when he arrives.

3. Wô yào xué hâo le Zhõngwén zài xué I want to master Chinese before I learn
Rìwén. Japanese.
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11.5.3 Xiän ... zài ... also denotes two actions in sequence

The pattern xiän ... zài ... “first (and) then...” also denotes two actions in
sequence. Xiän always comes in the first clause of a sentence and zài at the
beginning of the second clause. Both xiän and zài are adverbs, thus they always
precede the verbs.

S xiän V O zài V
Nî xiän diân cài zài tánhuà ba!
Please order the food first, then we can chat!

1. Wômen kêyî xiän chïfàn zài zuò Can we eat first and then do home-
gõngkè ma? work?

2. Wô dêi xiän qù yínháng ná diânr I have to go to the bank to get some
qián zài qù fànguân chïfàn. money first before I go to the

restaurant to eat.

3. Nî xiän gàosu wô ài-bu-ài wô, wô You tell me first whether you love me,
zài gàosu nî. then I’ll tell you.

11.5.4 The pattern zài yê bù

Zài yê bù means “no matter what.”

1. Wô zài yê bú qù nàge fànguânr Under no circumstances will I eat at
 chïfàn le. that restaurant again.

2. Wô zài yê bú gën tä shuõhuà le. I will never talk to him again.The C
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1. 2.

Jî diân zhõng? Xiän chïfàn.
Jî diân zhõng shàng kè? Xiän chïfàn zài kàn diànyîng.
Tiäntiän jî diân zhõng shàng kè? Zuìhâo xiän chïfàn zài kàn diànyîng.
Nîmen tiäntiän jî diân zhõng shàng kè? Wômen zuìhâo xiän chïfàn zài kàn
Wômen tiäntiän bä diân shí fën shàng diànyîng.
kè.

3. 4.

Yàodiân Yìdiânr
Zhè kè shñ de yàodiân Yôu yìdiânr
Zhè kè shñ de yàodiân shì shénme? Yôu yìdiânr bùhâoyìsi.
Gàosu wô zhè kè shñ de yàodiân shì Tä lái wân de shíhou yôu yìdiânr
shénme. bùhâoyìsi.
Shéi gàosu wô zhè kè shñ de yàodiân
shì shénme?

w nìÉëíáçåë=~åÇ=oÉëéçåëÉë

1. Nî jî diân zhõng chï zâofàn? Wô qï diân shíwû fën chï zâofàn.
What time do you have your I have my breakfast at 7:15.
breakfast?

2. Wômen qù kàn jiû diân de diànyîng, Jiû diân de tài wân le. Kàn liù diân de
hâo ma? ba.
Let’s go to the show at nine o’clock, The nine o’clock show is too late. Let’s
okay? go to the six o’clock one.

3. Wômen shì käichë qù háishì zuò Wômen käichë qù ba.
diànchë qù?
Are we driving there or are we Let’s drive there.
taking the trolley?

4. Nî kêyî käichë lái jië wô ma? Kêyî. Wû diân sän kè nî zài jiä dêng
wô.

Can you come pick me up? I can. Wait for me at your home at
5:45.

The C
hinese

 Univers
ity

 Pres
s: C

opyri
ghted

 M
ate

ria
ls 

中
文

大
學

出
版

社
：

具
有

版
權

資
料



Lesson 11 Introducing friends

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

�� ! �� ! OP

5. Wômen xiän chï yìdiânr diânxïn Hâo. Wômen kêyî zài nàge xiâo
zài kàn diànyîng, hâo ma? cháguân chï yìdiânr chádiân.
Is it okay if we get something to eat Okay. We can go to that little cafe and
first, then go to the movie? have some snacks.

6. Wômen qù kàn de shì shénme Shì yí ge àiqíng de diànyîng.
diànyîng?
What kind of movie are we going It’s a love story.
to watch?

7. Jïntiän bào shàng yôu shénme dàshì Méi shénme dàshì.
ma?
Was there any important event in Nothing really big happened.
the newspaper today?

8. Zhõngguórén xîhuan érzi háishì Wô xiâng duõshù Zhõngguórén xîhuan
nÍ’ér? érzi.
Do the Chinese prefer sons or I think most Chinese prefer sons.
daughters?

9. Wô zuìjìn xïnqíng bù hâo, nî ne? Wô hái hâo.
I’ve been in a bad mood lately. I’ve been okay.
What about you?

10. Nî xuéguo Rìwén ma? Wô xiänhòu xuéguo sän nián.
Have you studied Japanese before? I studied (Japanese) for three years

altogether.

w mêçåìåÅá~íáçå=oÉîáÉï

Differentiating Pairs

(a) chuánshàng chuángshàng (e) bùxín bùxíng

(b) rémín rénmíng (f) tánqín tánqíng

(c) bàojîn bàojîng (g) bùchén bùchéng

(d) jïnyú jïngyú (h) chñshén chñshéng
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OQ �� !"#$%

w pìééäÉãÉåí~êó=sçÅ~Äìä~êó

yânyuán actor or actress míngxïng movie star

jïngjù Beijing opera gëjù opera

xîjù comedy gëjùyuàn opera house

dâoyân to direct (a film, play, etc.) gëxïng singer

nÍzhûjué leading actress pèijué supporting role

zhûjué leading role jùyuàn theater

nánzhûjué leading actor bëijù tragedy

diànyîng movie

w `ìäíìê~ä=kçíÉë

Names

Although a majority of Chinese given names are made up of two characters, many

people in mainland China favor one-character given names. As in other cultures,

Chinese parents usually name their children with words which associate with

favorable meanings, such as health, beauty and good fortune. Chinese people, even

among close friends, rarely address each other by given names. In informal social

context, youngsters tend to address each other directly by full names. However,

the commonest practice is to refer to a person as lâo (old) or xiâo (small) followed

by their family names. For example, one would refer to someone elder as Lâo Chén
or someone younger as Xiâo Huáng, though relative age is not always the

determining factor. Say, if there are two Yáos in the workplace, one may be refered

to as Lâo Yáo and the other Xiâo Yáo, according to their age. However, if the

younger one is in a senior position, it is highly unlikely for his inferiors to call him

Xiâo Yáo. Since the elderly always gain the respect in Chinese society, lâoxiänsheng
and lâotàitai are the decent form of address.
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�� ! �� ! OR

�=�

�� 26

�� !" 27
�� ! " # $ % & ' ( )*

�� ! 33
�� !"#$

�� 40
�� !"#$%"& "' ()

�� 40

�� ! 41
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�� !

�� 
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OS �� !"#$%

w �=�

�� !

�� !"#$%&'�� �� !��������

�� !"#$%

� ������ !"#$#$�%&���� !"

�� !"�� �� !"#$%#�&!�

�� !"#

�� !"#$���

� �� !"������� !"#$%&'()*

��

�� !"#$

� �� !"#$%&'()

� �� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0&',-.*

�� 

� �� !"#$%&'()

�� !"#$%&'()*+",-./01%

� �� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()*+

� �� !"#$%
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�� ! �� ! OT

w�� !"

1. � dot, point; drop (of liquid) (N); o’clock (MW)

☞ �� what time, when (QW)

(1) A: �� !"#$%

B: �� !"#

(2) A: �� !"#

B: �� !"#

☞ �� breakfast (N)

(1) A: �� !"#$%&'()*

B: �� !"#$

(2) A: �� !" #

B: �� !"#

☞ �� snacks (N)

(1) A: �� !���� !���� 

B: �� !���� 

(2) �� !"#$% &!"'(#)�* +&,

☞ �� tea and pastries, refreshments (N)

(1) �� !"#$%&'() *+,-$.

(2) �� !"#$%&'()*+

☞ �� choose dishes from a menu, order dishes (in a restaurant) (VO)

(1) A: �� !"#$%&'()

B: �� !!"#$%&'()

(2) A: �� !�������� !"#$%&'$

B: �� !!"
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OU �� !"#$%

☞ �� main points, essentials, gist, key point (N)

A: �� !"#$%&'()

B: �� !"#

☞ �� difficult point, difficulty (N)

�� !"#$���� !�"#$

2. � divide, separate (V); minute (of time) (MW)

(1) A: �� !"#$%&'()*+,-

B: �� !"#$%

(2) A: �� !"#$%

B: �� !"#

☞ �� credit (official acceptance and record of a student’s work in a
particular course of study) (N)

(1) A: �� !"#$% &'

B: �� !

(2) �� !"#�$%&'()*+&,�-.

3. � vehicle, wheeled machine (N)

A: �� !"#$!"%%#&

B: ��  !"

☞ �� automobile, car (N)

A: �� !"#$�%

B: ���� !"

☞ �� trolley, streetcar (N)

A: �� �!"#$%

B: �� 
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�� ! �� ! OV

☞ �� train (N)

A: �� !"#$%!&#'

B: �� !"#$

☞ �� drive or start a car, train, etc. (VO)

(1) �� !"#$%&'()

(2) A: �� !"#

B: �� !"#$

4. � matter, affair, thing; business; trouble; job, work (N)

A: �� !"#$%&

B: �� !"�#$%&'(

☞ �� great (or major) event, important matter, major issue (N)

(1) �� !"#$%&'()*+,-,.

(2) �� !"#$%

☞ �� skill; ability, capability (N)

A: �� !"#$%

B: �� !"#$%&'(

☞ �� when problems crop up (VO); busy (N)

(1) �� !"#$ %&'()*

(2) �� !"#$%&'()*+,

☞ �� look (or hunt) for a job (VO); pick a quarrel (V)

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

☞ �� � ask for trouble, try hard to find fault (IE)

�� !"#$%&'()&*$%+,-,.
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PM �� !"#$%

5. � feeling, sentiment; love (N)

☞ �� affair; matter; thing; business (N)

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./)012

☞ �� love (romance) (N)

(1) �� !"#$%&'()*+

(2) ��� !"#$%&'()$%*+,

☞ �� sweetheart, lover (N)

�� !"#$%&�'()*+,-

☞ �� frame of mind, mood (N)

(1) �� !"#$%&'"()*+,-./0

(2) �� !"#$%&'()*+,-

6. � earlier, before; first; in advance (Adv)

(1) �� !"#$%&'()*()+

(2) �� !"#$ %&'( )*+,*-

☞ �� teacher; mister (Mr.); gentleman, sir; husband (N)

(1) ��� !"#$%&

(2) �� !"#$%&'(

(3) �� !"#$%&'()"*+,-

☞ �� altogether; priority, order, successively, one after another (Adv)

A: �� !"#$%&'()

B: �� !"#$%&'()���� !"#$%&���
�� !"#
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�� ! �� ! PN

7. � another time, again, once more (Adv)

(1) �� !"

(2) �� !"#$

(3) �� !"#$%&'�()*

☞ ��� first ... then (Conj)

(1) ��  !"#$�%&"'()*+

(2) �� !"#$%&'(")*+,

☞ �� over and over again, repeatedly (Adv)

(1) �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./#0+1

(2) ��� !"#$%&'%()*+,+-&./'"0
��

☞ �� put off until some time later; moreover (IE)

(1) ����� !"#$%&

(2) �� !"#$%&'() !"#*+%,-.

☞ �� good-bye; see you again (V)

(1) �� !"#$%&'(

(2) A: �� !"#$%&'("#)*+

B: �� 

8. � clock; hour; time (N)

(1) A: �� !"#

B: �� !"

(2) A: �� !"#$

B: �� !"#

A: �� 
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PO �� !"#$%

9. � a quarter of an hour; moment (MW); carve, engrave, cut (V)

(1) �� !"#$%#&'(")$*

(2) �� !"#$%

☞ �� carve (or engrave) characters on a seal, etc. (VO)

A: �� �!"#

B: �� !"#�$% &

10.� child, youngster, son; male (N); (suffix)

☞ �� sons and daughters, children (N)

A: �� !"#$#%&'

B: �� !"#$%!&"'

☞ �� daughter, girl (N)

��� !"#$%&'()���� 

☞ �� there (PW)

�� !"#$%&'"()*+!",-"&./

☞ �� here (PW)

�� !"#$%&'(" )*+,!&'("-./0%
�� 

☞ �� where (QW)

A: �� !"#$%

B: �� !"#$��%&'

☞ �� some, a bit; somewhat (IE)

(1) �� !"#$%&'

(2) �� !"#$%&

☞ �� a bit, a little (Adv)

(1) A: �� !"#$%&'()

B: �� !"�����
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�� ! �� ! PP

(2) �� !"#$%#&'()

☞ �� soon, a little while, a moment; one moment (TW)

(1) �� !"#$%

(2) �� !"#$%"&

w�� !

11.1 CLOCK TIME

The three units for designating and measuring time by the clock are: �
“hour,” � “a quarter (of an hour),” and � “minute.” These measures are
preceded by appropriate numbers and followed by the noun � “clock.” Hours
are expressed by the numbers one through twelve followed by the measure
word �. When the time expression contains � or �, � is often omitted.

�� 
�� 
�� !

We have already noted in Lesson 7 that the sequence of telling time in Chinese
always begins with the largest unit followed by progressively smaller ones:

�� ��!"

Time before or after the hour is expressed with the verb� “lacking” or �
“past”:

�� !"
�� !"

� may be omitted before quarters and before minutes expressed in more
than two syllables:

�� !
�� !"

Minute expressions with � may be placed before or after the hour:

��� !
�����

The C
hinese

 Univers
ity

 Pres
s: C

opyri
ghted

 M
ate

ria
ls 

中
文

大
學

出
版

社
：

具
有

版
權

資
料



Keys to Chinese Language II

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

PQ �� !"#$%

11.1.1 Asking and answering in clock time

1. A: �� !"#

B: �� !"

2. A: �� !"#

B: �� !

11.1.2 Amounts of clock time

The noun �� “hour,” preceded by the measure word �, is used when a
quantity of time is referred to:

�� !
�� !
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"

The noun � “hour,” preceded by � “minute” and/or by � “quarter,” may
denote a point in time or a quantity of time:

�� 
�� !"# 
�� !"

11.2 FUNCTIONS OF TIME WORDS

Time words have two main functions.

11.2.1 As movable adverbs

As movable adverbs, time words may stand at the beginning of a sentence or
before a verb or other adverb to form a time background for the verb.
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�� ! �� ! PR

A: �� !"#$%

B: �� !"#$%&�"'

11.2.2 As nouns

As nouns, time words may function as the subject or object of a verb or modify
another noun (with the particle �).

A: �� !"#

B: �� !"#

A: �� !"#$%&'

B: �� 

11.3 TIME EXPRESSIONS AND THEIR POSITIONS WITHIN THE

SENTENCE

There are two types of time words in Chinese. Note the differences among the
following kinds of time expressions and their position within the sentence.

11.3.1 A particular point of time

Time expressions which indicate a particular point of time when an action
takes place, such as �� “today,” �� “last year,” �� “before” or �� “in
the future,” come before the verb.

1. A: �� !"#$%&

B: �� !"#$%"&'

2. A: �� !����

B: �� !"#�!$

3. A: �� !"���� 

B: �� !"#$%&'(")*
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PS �� !"#$%

11.3.2 Duration I

Time expressions which indicate the duration in which an action takes place,
such as �� ! “one hour,” �� “two days,” �� “three years,” come
after the verb in a sentence.

1. A: �������� 

B: �� !"#$%&

2. A: ���� !"#$

B: ��� !"#$%&

3. A: �� !"�#$%& '

B: �� !"�#$%& '

11.3.3 Duration II

Time expressions which indicate the duration in which an action does not
take place comes before the verb in a sentence.

1. A: ���� !"#$%&

B: �� !"#$%&'(

2. A: �� !"#$%&

B: �� !"#$%&'()*

3. A: �� !"

B: �� !"#$%

A: �� !

B: �� !

11.4 THE PATTERN �� 

11.4.1 When ��  comes after a verb

When ��  “a bit” (or its shortened form ��) comes after a verb, it means
“just a little or some.”
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�� ! �� ! PT

S V ��  N / SV
� � �� ��
He has a little/some money.

1. �� !"#$����

2. �� !"#$%

3. �� !"#$%

4. �� !"#$%&'()*

When ��  is combined with the stative verb � “more” or � “less,” ��
� comes after the main verb.

S SV V �� O
� � � � �� ��
You have to read some more books.

1. �� !"#$%

2. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-".

11.4.2 ��  may come either before or after a verb

When ��  is combined with � “fast,” � “slow,” � “early” or � “late,”
the phrase may come either before the main verb, as in (A), or after the main
verb, as in (B).

(A) S SV �� V
(�) � �� ��
Walk a little faster!

(B) S V SV �� 
(�) � � �� !
Walk a little faster!
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PU �� !"#$%

1. �� !"#$%

2. �� !"#$%

3. �� !"#$%&

4. �� !"#$%&'()

11.4.3 �� ! and �� !

When �� ! or �� ! modifies a negative stative verb, it conveys the
idea “not at all.”

S �� !/�  Neg SV
� �� !/� � �� 
She is not pretty at all.

1. ��� !"#$%&'()*+

2. �� !"#$%&

3. �� !"#$%&'()*+

11.5 THE PATTERN �

11.5.1 � indicates a repetition of an event in the future

The adverb � “again, once more” indicates a repetition that has not yet
occurred or a repetition of an event that will occur in the future.

1. �� !"#$���

2. ��� !"#$%&'!()*+

3. �� !"#$%&

4. �� !"!#$%&'()

5. �� !"#"$%
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�� ! �� ! PV

6. A: �� !"#$%

B: �� !"#

11.5.2 � denotes two actions in sequence

When the adverb � comes in the second clause of a sentence, it indicates that
the action will take place after the completion of the first action.

1. �� !"#$%&'�()*+,-'!./

2. �� !"#$%&'

3. �� !"#$% &$'

11.5.3 ������ also denotes two actions in sequence

The pattern ������ “first (and) then ...” also denotes two actions in
sequence. � always comes in the first clause of a sentence and � at the
beginning of the second clause. Both � and � are adverbs, thus they always
precede the verbs.

S � V O � V
� � � � � �� ��
Please order the food first, then we can chat!

1. �� !"#$%&'()*

2. �� !"#$%&'(!)*+),

3. �� !"#$#"%"& !�'

11.5.4 The pattern �� 

��  means “no matter what.”

1. �� !"#$%&'(%)*

2. �� !"#$%&'
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QM �� !"#$%

w �=�

1. 2.

�� ! �� !

�� !"# �� !"#$%

��� !"#$ �� !"#$%&'

��  !"#$%& �� !"#$%&'()

��  !"#$%&'

3. 4.

�� �� 

�� !"# �� !

�� !"#$%&' �� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&'()* �� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()*+

w �=�

1. �� !"#$% �� !"#$%&'

2. �� !"#$%&'()* �� !"#$%&� '$

3. �� !"#$ %&"#' �� !"#$

4. �� !"#$%&' �� !"#$%&'() 

5. �� !"#$#%&'()* �� !"#$%&'()

�� �� !" #

6. �� !"#$%&'( �� !"#$%&

7. �� !"#$%&'( �� !"#

8. ���� !"#$%!& �� !���� !"#

9. �� !"#$%&'( �� !

10. �� !"#$ �� !"#$%
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�� ! �� ! QN

w�� !

�� !"

�� !"#$%&'"()*&+,-./012

��� !"#$ %&#'($!)*+,-.,//0 !1

�� !"#$%&'() *+,-)./+01)2345

�� !"#$%&'()�*%+,'-./0�1$2'"3

�� !"#$%&'

�� !

Look up the following words in a dictionary.

��� bäng ... máng � yâo
� duì �� róngyì
�� bîhé �� àixï
� yá

�=�

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words from the story.

NK �� !"= = =�� = = =�� !"#

=��

OK �� !"#$= = =�� = =�� != =�

PK ��= =�� !"#$= =�� !

QK �� != =�� !!= =�� = = =�
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�� ! �� !"#$
Lesson 12 An e-mail from a friend
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