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ABSTRACT
Postverbal secondary predicates (PSP) in Taiwan Southern Min (TSM) are 
introduced by -kah4, -liau2, or -tioh8, each of which carries a different 
denotation. This paper argues that the PSPs introduced by each of these 
three markers can be further divided into three types—resultative, 
descriptive, and extent. The arguments are based on the scope of 
modification, the formation of passivization, and word order. Moreover, 
there exist co-occurrence restrictions between the main verb and the PSPs; 
achievement and accomplishment compound verbs are incompatible with 
PSPs. Even though PSPs with different markers behave similarly, they 
still differ in at least one aspect. PSPs introduced by -kah4 may be deleted, 
while those introduced by -liau2 or -tioh8 are not optional. 
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_______________________________
Abbreviations used in this paper are listed below:  
ACC: accusative; CL: classifier, NOM: nominative; PASS: passive; PAST: past; PRT: particle. 

Acknowledgment Research for this paper was supported by a grant from the National 
Science Council (NSC 100-2410-H-194-108-). I would like to thank the anonymous 
reviewers for their valuable comments and take sole responsibility for any possible errors. 

The author declares no conflicts of interest. 

Huei-Ling Lin [folhll@ccu.edu.tw]; Department of Foreign Languages & Literature, National 
Chung Cheng University, No. 168, Sec. 1, University Rd., Min-Hsiung Township, Chia-yi 
County 621, Taiwan  

JCL_Vol45_1_22Feb2017.indd 68JCL_Vol45_1_22Feb2017.indd   68 27/2/17  2:37 pm27/2/17   2:37 pm

中
文

大
學

出
版

社
：

具
有

版
權

的
資

料



103POSTVERBAL SECONDARY PREDICATES IN TAIWAN SOUTHERN MIN 

The Journal of Chinese Linguistics vol.45, no.1 (January 2017): 68-103 
©2017 by The Journal of Chinese Linguistics. All rights reserved. 
0091-3723/2017/4501-03: Syntax and semantics of postverbal secondary predicates

_____. 1992. Cong lishi yufa de guandian lun Minnan yu tioh ji chixumao
(The use of tioh and the 

durative aspect in Southern Min from the standpoint of historical 
grammar). Hanxue Yanjiur vol.10:349-394.

ZHENG, Liangwei (also Cheng, Robert L, or Cheng, Leung-wai) , ed. 
1989. Guoyu Changyong Xucci ji Qi Taiyu Duiying Ci Shili 

(Mandarin function words and their 
Taiwanese equivalents). Taipei Wenhe Chubanshe .

ZHENG, Liangwei (also Cheng, Robert L, or Cheng, Leung-wai) ,
Tseng Chin-Chin , Li Ing , and Lu Guang-cheng ,
eds. 2000. Daxue Taiyu Wenxuan  (Collection of 
Taiwanese readings for college). Taipei Yuanliu Chuban 
Gongsi .

,

kah

kah

JCL_Vol45_1_22Feb2017.indd 103JCL_Vol45_1_22Feb2017.indd   103 27/2/17  2:38 pm27/2/17   2:38 pm

中
文

大
學

出
版

社
：

具
有

版
權

的
資

料




