The Journal of Chinese Linguistics vol.45, no.1 (January 2017): 20-67
©2017 by The Journal of Chinese Linguistics. All rights reserved.
0091-3723/2017/4501-02: Fractions in the Suan Shu Shii

FRACTIONS IN THE SUAN SHU SHU
(CHINA, BEGINNING OF THE 2"° CENTURY BCE)
Rémi Anicotte
CRLAO, Paris

ABSTRACT

The Suan Shu Shii contains 301 instances of regular expressions for
fractions. They can be “mono-dimensional” (@rmed with one integer
name only) for unit fractions, “bidimensio @(with two integer names)
for both unit and non-unit fractions, or @walized only for 1/3, 1/2 and
2/3. The present paper gives a com @ description of the diversity of
these forms. Bidimensional expre@o s are predicative phrases: the name
n fén of a unit fraction 1/n act@s subject and the numerator’s name as
predicate; according to th %tactic context, the morpheme zA7 can be
used as an optional mark@of this predicative relation.
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Abbreviations DECL: declarative; MW: measure word; NMLZ: nominalizer; Num: numeral;
OBJ: object of transitive verb; RECP: reciprocal; 30BIJ: third person object pronoun; 3SBJ:
third person subject pronoun; [n] (with a number » written in Arabic numerals): the mono-
morphemic expression of the number 7 in a given language; A(B) and A(BC): the character
A is a rendition of the original character encountered in the Chinese corpus, the character B
or the sequence BC in parenthesis is a modern form of what is understood for A. For

example: 7§ (30), H (=), MCEH), @I+, +E+), £OO.
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