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How We Know Whales
by Noelle Q. de Jesus

As children we marvelled at picture books
Watched Jacques Cousteau on TV

Years later we watched the whales
from the deck of a boat in search of minke

They turn off the engine which they must do
Waves rock and toss turn ill in your gut

You take shaky steps to the back of the boat
see forlorn folks expel sick into the tin drum

Their glassy eyes strain on distant points
White hands press towels on grey lips

So that'’s what turning green means!
It’s the grass-green pallor of seasick Caucasians

But your wish to see the whales overcomes
All munching ice you await their arrival

First one than another burst out of
ocean blue grey water spouting streams

Hands on the rail you lean forward eyes a sparkle
the sun on the water, the breaching humpback

Whales you say have mammary glands like us
They nurse their young they sing they weep

Off coasts in Batangas and Cebu, you dove
Refusing to pay to swim with the whale sharks

Those boatmen surround them and scare them,
corral them, so tourists can pay and play, not me

You found your whale encounters in the wild
Ventured into the deep with strength and breath

When we discover the cancer in your bones
A killer whale broke out of our soul and sea

In your year of treatment through Covid
We spotted the orca approach then descend

We prayed it would leave and it seemed to
but you all smiling hope and courage swam

Voice & Verse Special Feature: “Whale”

¢ with it in it at it and then too soon you were gone
off singing somewhere with the whales in the deep

¢ A blue whale now keeps us company
never faraway it brings us tears and dreams

¢ It drifts and circles, flips its tail and streams
i A fountain out its blowhole never out of sight

Its sighs and moans spring into our sleep
drenching our faces blubbery blubbering

In the pool I swim my laps the wailing whale
i in my breast stroking whooh waaah aaah

repeating ceasing when I emerge
i to gasp for air for strength for you
¢ then exhaling again bubbles songs wails

The Sunken Garden
by Heimai, translated from the Chinese by Wendy

When they made that decision,

I believed they were rational.

They devoured the hill's wild blooms,

Until the scorching light melted their jaws, kissing them.

With soil dredged from the marshes dank,

They buried dreams of land but hatched desires in their inner hearts.

When they made that decision again,
It was already the second choice, divergence of collective life.

No individual could see the compass of fate.

The whale of the ocean, on its second return,
Swallowed a small sea and its belly heavily churns.

The first person to venture into the whale's stomach,
Beheld a land garden fifty million years ago.
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