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Pile the bodies high at Austerlitz and Waterloo.
Shovel them under and let me work—

I am the grass; I coverall.

And pile them high at Gettysburg
And pile them high at Ypres and Verdun.
Shovel them under and let me work.
Two years, ten years, and passengers ask the con-
ductor:
What place is this?

Where are we now?

I am the grass.

Let me work.
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And I have traveled along the contours
of leaves that have no name. Here

where the air is wet and the light is cool,
I feel what others are thinking and do not speak,

I know pleasure in the veins of a sugar maple,

I am living at the edge of a new leaf.
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