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Foreword

Botanical Hllustrated Guide ro Hong Kong Native Plants (Volume I1I): Rare and Endangered
Plants, by Dr David Tai-Wai Lau, Ms Man-Ching Li, and Ms Ka-Yi Wong, follows
the format and layout established in Volumes I and II. Presented in both Chinese and
English, this illustrated book includes voucher plant specimens,photographs, and
detailed annotated illustrations of some of the rarest plants in Hong Kong. It represents
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to research this exceptional plant group in Hong
Kong’s countryside, made possible through the dedicated field’study by the Hong Kong
Herbarium of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation-Department and Dr Lau since
2020. These invaluable raw data have been efficiently-transformed into three books that

are accessible to a global audience.

This illustrated book covers twenty plant'species, with each species chapter presented
as both an authentication record and-an‘artistic monograph. First, brief narratives under
the section of ‘Introduction of Plant”Species’ introduce each plant’s history in Hong
Kong, including its initial discovery, habitat, and other noteworthy information. Second,
voucher plant specimens referenced for the illustrations include collections mainly by
Prof Shiu-Ying Hu, as.well as those voucher plant specimens from the Hong Kong
Herbarium and Dr Lau. The beautifully rendered and scientifically accurate botanical
illustrations are_contributed by Ms Man-Ching Li and Ms Ka-Yi Wong, with guidance
and refinément by Mr Ping Ma. All illustrated components are thoroughly authenticated
by Dr Lau with reference to voucher plant specimens and scientific literature, ensuring

accurate labelling of all dissected and microscopic plant structures.

A first annotated and finely executed illustration of Ceraropteris thalictroides (L.)
Brongn. (Pteridaceae) by Dr Lau marks his entry into the field of botanical illustration.
Watercolour techniques are also introduced in this illustrated book with the intention of
providing a more realistic representation of the floral structures featured in this volume.
Scanning electron microscopy images by Ms Yan-Neung Ng reveal pollen grains and
other microscopic features in remarkable detail. In addition, a comprehensive glossary

of technical terms greatly enhances the reader’s understanding and educational value of

the book.



Most residents of Hong Kong will never encounter these rare plants in the wild.
However, through botanical illustrations, photographs, and detailed descriptions—
created from voucher plant specimens at peak bloom—readers can gain a deeper
appreciation and understanding than would often be possible from a chance encounter
in nature. Overall, this series of books clearly demonstrates the mission of the Shiu-
Ying Hu Herbarium, School of Life Sciences, The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
in advancing basic scientific research, maintaining botanical archives, and promoting

knowledge transfer.

David E. Boufford

Senior Research Scientist, Harvard University Herbaria
Editorial Committee Member of Flora of China

Spring 2026
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Foreword

Our dearly respected Prof Shiu-Ying Hu has been gone for fourteen years .... The
name engraved on the plaque of the Herbarium reads ‘Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium’ and
those characters are always the first to catch the eye and warm my heart; whenever I
push the door open, it feels as if she were still there; every day in the Herbarium, she is
remembered in our conversations. Reconnecting with the Curator of the-Herbarium, Dr
David Tai-Wai Lau, scholars and staff, I can still feel Professor Hus’spirit'and strength in

the thythm of their work. Her spirit lives on.

In 1992, when Prof Hu was researching the Asteracea¢ of Hong Kong, I was in part
responsibility for botanical illustration. When examining one of the plant species under
the Asteraceae family, we carefully dissected the floral“structure and discovered that it
was not simply a matter of variation between plant-species, but a critical characteristic to
the establishment of a new genus. We decided t6 publish an article in a scientific journal
after careful examination and verification: Prof Hu, Prof Paul Pui-Hay But, and I were
all very excited for this finding. Unexpectedly, Prof Hu eventually decided to wait for a
couple of years to further verify if the characteristics of the plant species remained stable
before publishing. Prof Butand I were genuinely taken aback by the final decision—
never did I imagine thata significant publication opportunity would be readily brushed
aside by Prof Hu. That wait lasted more than thirty years. In 2025, when Prof But
and I met again, he mentioned that an article on this finding had been published by
others in an academic journal, and we shared a faint, knowing smile. I recalled when I
reminded Prof Hu in 1997 about the new genus, and she said to me: ‘One should never
do research in haste. The plant has been there a long time and is not going anywhere. It’s
better to spend a few more years observing it’. Such was Prof Hu’s disciplined approach

to scientific research, guided not by immediate gains but by enduring principles.

The reason we have insisted on using the technique of line drawing in this illustrated
book has deep roots. I recall that when Dr Lau was still a student, he would quietly pay
attention to the discussions between Prof Hu, Prof But, and myself about plant anatomy
and classification. At the same time, he would carefully observe my illustrations and

raise questions. Once, Prof Hu specifically explained the significance of adhering to line



N Foreword

drawing techniques in depicting the typical portraits of plants (typification) in traditional
plant taxonomy, encouraging us to preserve onc’s distinctive drawing style, as that was
where the illustration’s uniqueness lay. Later, during the compilation of this illustrated
book, Dr Lau and I discussed the pursuit of the distinctive objective of our Herbarium’s
illustrations while training professional talents. He inherited Prof Hu’s scholarly attitude;
moving forward steadily, neither rushing nor faltering, each step firmly grounded. In
this way, these illustrated books have been published every two years, and now the third

volume is complete.

Another notable feature of this book is that, for each plant species, there are details
overlooked by other botanical illustrators, or details that plant taxonomists find difficult
to describe precisely with scientific terminology. In this illustrated book, all such details
are standardized with explanations. This approach allows the public to better understand
the mysteries of nature and to care for the changing environment —<and this, too, was

the expectation that Prof Shiu-Ying Hu entrusted to us.

Ping Ma

Senior Botanical Illustrator

Chief Editor of Infinite Blooming: 100 Years of Chinese Botanical Illustration
Spring 2026
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Preface

Since its inception in 2020, the Botnical lllustrated Guide to Hong Kong Native Plants
book project has evolved. During these year, our team composition have undergone
changes, and our resolve and objectives have been continually tested. Fortunately, we
today remain firm on our own belief and it leads to the publication of the/third volume.
During such difficult times I have repeatedly questioned whether to cortinue; wondering
if stepping back then might have mitigated losses. Looking back, l’am déeply aware that
compiling this illustrated book has always been fraught with challenges. Thanks to our
excellent team members and partners, all our problems have been miraculously resolved,
allowing me to move forward without hesitation. Even. the.toughest knots have become

memorable milestones in our growth.

Over these years, we have tasted both failurerand success. These experiences have
prompted us to constantly reflect: What is~che true significance of continually mobilising
the team’s resources to complete this yolumé, and to persist in driving forward an entire
series of publications? I often recall the words of Professor Shiu-Ying Hu: ‘Cultivate
the field others have not ploughed” This saying often lingers in my mind, reminding
me not to repeat work already done by others, but to think more and venture into new
directions. Professor Hualse said: ‘Do well what you can accomplish, and let go of what
you cannot.” I understand this to mean that if something is within our capability, we
should not givé.uplightly but see it through to completion; if it is beyond our current

reach, we should not force it. This philosophy has consistently guided my path forward.

Frankly, while editing the first volume, I doubted whether we were on the wrong
track. However, the reader responses and professional recognition garnered by the first
and second volumes gave me the confidence to continue. At the same time, the mission
and objectives of this book have become clearer. While maintaining the core elements
established in the previous volumes—including “Voucher Plant Specimens’, ‘Introduction
of Plant Species’, exquisite line drawings, multi-angle high-resolution photographs,
dissection images, and ‘Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) Images’ of pollen grains
and spores—this third volume provides additional content. It introduces colour
illustrations of key floral structures, annotated with standard botanical colour codes,

striving to make each species chapter a comprehensive, monographic record.

Xix
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This volume focuses on rare and endangered species. We are grateful for the support
of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD), which has enabled
us to collaboratively research these special plant groups. Having the opportunity to
document Hong Kong’s flora is a true honour for our team; these achievements also
bring us immense comfort and satisfaction. We are well aware that this work represents
just one missing piece in the vast puzzle of basic scientific research—a mere glimmer
of light in the scientific community. Yet, we still hope to fulfil our duty, leverage the

herbarium’s functions, and contribute modestly to science and education.

The Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium has long been dedicated to foundational botanical
work, with plant taxonomy being a top priority. However, in an era of flourishing
technological development, the importance of this ancient, traditional, and fundamental
science is often overlooked, and securing research funding becomes particularly difficult.
Without support, how could publications like these species monographs be possible?
Fortunately, since the 1970s, Professor Shiu-Ying Hu diligently and silently documented
Hong Kong’s plants, never giving up on taxonomic work. Her contributions have always
been highly respected by the profession and society. In recognition of this legacy, the Wu
Jieh Yee Charitable Foundation has generously supported the work of the Shiu-Ying
Hu Herbarium at the School of Life Sciences, CUHK, since 2013, particularly in basic
taxonomy and education. This series of illustrated books, documenting native, rare and
endangered plant species of Hong Kong, adds a crucial piece to the foundation of local
botany. The continuation and success.of this project rely entirely on the Foundation’s
passionate commitment to science and education, for which our Herbarium expresses

our deepest gratitude.

The composition/and shared vision of our team is another key to the project’s
success. From the outset; I knew we needed to gather diverse talents. In illustration, I
am sincerely gratefulto the senior botanical illustrator Mr Ping Ma for his guidance and
artistic enhancements, which significantly elevated our team’s technical skills. Special
thanksto Ms"Man-Ching Li, who has participated as a botanical illustrator from the first
volume-through to this third one, regarding botanical illustration as her mission across
different stages of life. Ms Ka-Yi Wong, though just joining us for the third volume,
brought solid and professional skills from years of experience, showing no signs of a
novice. The line drawings and colour illustrations by these two botanical illustrators
in this volume have elevated the accuracy and expressive depth of plant structures to a
higher level. For the colour illustrations, we extend our sincere thanks to Ms Nicole Tsz-
Ki Kit for her invaluable advice and guidance. We are also grateful to Ms Yan-Neung
Ng for her professional documentation of SEM images of pollen grains and spores, and
to Ms Yik-Man Siu for her editorial support. The complex and meticulous editing and

layout design were accomplished through the professional dedication of Ms Winifred



Sin, editor at The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press, and Ms Sushan Chan, the

designer. We extend our thanks to them both.

In handling rare and endangered species, we have consistently maintained an attitude
of respect and caution—not only because they are protected by law, but because the few
remaining wild populations make us cherish their ecological and conservation value even
more. The most important collaborator for this project is the AFCD, whose team has
been involved and supportive since 2019. We sincerely thank Mr Simon Chan and Mr
Eric Liu for their steadfast support and valuable insights. For field research, colleagues at
the Hong Kong Herbarium, AFCD would conduct preliminary surveys of the flowering
status and locations of target species before arranging joint trips to collect specimens,
take photographs, and record habitat data. In our years of field excursions together, we
often faced strenuous trails and steep cliffs, moments when I felt physically exhausted
or daunted. Their unwavering perseverance, stamina, and professional field skills
always filled me with deep admiration, and together we overcame many challenges and
difficulties in the field. For the survey and identification work in this third volume, I am
particularly grateful to Ms Michelle Luk, Mr Shui-Wa Shek, and Ms Kit-Shan Wong for

their expert opinions and field identification skills.

There is one more teammate I remember fondly—Mr Kin-Wai Lam. He has
participated since the first volume, never treating it merely as a job, but out of a genuine
love and respect for plants, driven by a detefmination to better document Hong Kong’s
native plants. He often conducted préliminary surveys on his weekends, using his
privately purchased professional camera equipment, and diligently studied floras and
field characteristics to continuotisly improve the accuracy of his plant identifications.
While Mr Lam may not have held a prominent academic title, he has unconsciously
lived out a scholarly passion through his life’s work, quietly and solidly consolidating the
foundations of botany in Hong Kong. On behalf of the entire team, I express our utmost

respect and gratitude to Mr Kin-Wai Lam for his contribution to this book project.

David Tai-Wai Lau

Curator, Shiu-Ying Hu Herbarium
Spring 2026
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