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They say this is the only tree in the world that has these pears,
for these pears have no desire to propagate elsewhere.

I thought of The Old Man Who Called His Chickens. He had
hundreds of chickens, each with its own name. He could call its
name and the chicken would come. I thought of him when all
the candidates, including me, failed the exam.
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In the Eastern Capital it is tiring being clever.

Chanting poems in the Hall of Gathering Kingfisher Feathers,
drinking in the Pavilion for Gazing at Clouds.

They only talk about plum blossoms and never notice the new
shoots of a willow.

There are plums and melons and pears and grapes, but they
love lychees, for lychees come from far away.

The flowers here make everyone crazy.
Better to be with bamboo.
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On either side of me, people take strong positions and
never agree.

I have a hard time remembering what anyone says.

I thought of the poet Hsi K'ang, who was often told that he was
talented but unwise. Just before he was executed, he wrote the
poem “Now I Am Ashamed”

They say that at the entrance to a house one can always be hit
by a falling roof tile.
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