
From its first controversial founding as a British colony in 1842, Hong Kong has 
been a unique place of refuge for immigrants, protected from the turmoil of the 
Mainland, a haven in which this free-thinking, free-wheeling child of China’s 
great literary culture has been able to survive and flourish, unimpeded by 
political struggle and the heavy hand of ideological dogma. In the tender core 
beneath this modern city’s deceptively hard and glittering surface lies a world 
of fine literature, visual and performance art, music, theatre and film. It is one 
of the great civilised cities of the world. This new series of six books proudly 
presents that civilisation, giving evidence of the defiant and distinctive character 
of Hong Kong’s imaginative literature, which marks it off from the other parts 
of the Chinese-speaking world. Like the better-known cinematic work of Wong 
Kar-wai, the literature of Hong Kong combines a timelessly Chinese palette of 
colours and flavours with an exciting acceptance of cosmopolitan modernity. It 
is as authentically Chinese as the very best Cantonese cuisine, and yet at the 
same time, having issued from a place which is so permeable and volatile, it is 
also infused with an effortless sense of fusion. It is an alchemy of Hong Kong, 
but for the world.

Series Editor’s Preface
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