
Foreword    vii

Preface    ix

List of Maps    xix

List of Plates    xxiii

Introduction    1

Chapter 1  South over the Sea:  
Settlement and Society on the North Shore of Lantau Island    11

The Early History of Lantau: The Sea-Routes to Canton			   11

The Prehistoric Period							       19

The Early Modern Period 						       21

Lantau and the Last Two Song Emperors					     27

The Settlement of Lantau: Lei Mau-ying and the Lei Kau Yuen Tong	 37

Lantau in the Middle Ming: 	  
The Portuguese Occupation (1514–1521) and after				   45

Lantau in the Middle Ming: The First Villages				    50

Contents

The
 C

hin
ese

 U
niv

ers
ity

 of
 H

on
g K

on
g P

res
s: C

op
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
ls



xiv  |  CONTENTS

Settlement History of the North Shore					 55

Tung Chung 								  55

Pak Mong–Tai Ho 							 69

Hakka and Punti 							  81

The Rent Dispute with the Lei Kau Yuen Tong				 84

The Tung Chung Community						 89

Reclamation of Tung Chung and Tai Ho Bays				 96

Tung Chung Bay 							 96

Tai Ho Bay 							  105

Society and Economy: Roads and Ferries				 108

Footpaths 							 108

Ferries 							  110

The Establishment of Buddhist Religious Houses in Tung Chung	 114

Tei Tong Tsai 							 114

The Lo Hon Monastery 						  120

The Traditional North Shore: Society and Economy		 121

Fishing							 138

Education						 142

Security						 143

Religion						 148

Chapter 2  West Kowloon before the British    163

Kowloon before the British	 163

West Kowloon	 165

Tsim Sha Tsui	 169

Yau Ma Tei	 190

The
 C

hin
ese

 U
niv

ers
ity

 of
 H

on
g K

on
g P

res
s: C

op
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
ls



CONTENTS  |  xv

Mongkok Village	 196

The Area “Beyond the River”	 203

Sham Shui Po	 204

Kowloon Tong	 235

Shek Kip Mei 	 241

Kowloon Tsai	 247

The Cheung Sha Wan Villages	 250

Chapter 3  Hatred and Enmity:  
Settlement and Politics in Early Sai Kung, 1550–1911    269

Introduction: The Physical Setting and Sources 	 269

The Sai Kung Area before 1550	 274

The Settlement of the Punti, 1550–1725	 280

Ho Chung	 280

Sha Kok Mei	 287

Pak Kong	 291

Settlement Patterns	 295

Sai Kung: The Settlement of the Hakka, 1669–1850	 297

Local Politics in the Early 19th Century	 305

Roads and Ferries	 321

Sai Kung Market	 327

Catholicism in Sai Kung	 339

Trade Industry and Commerce	 345

Conclusion	 354

Appendix: The Life and Times of Lok Chung-fong of Pak Kong, 	  
from the Lok Clan Genealogical Record	 356

The
 C

hin
ese

 U
niv

ers
ity

 of
 H

on
g K

on
g P

res
s: C

op
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
ls



xvi  |  CONTENTS

Chapter 4  Where Land and Sea Meet: Salt, Fish, and  
the Social Development of the Port-Towns of Hong Kong    377

Early History	 380

Tai O: First Foundation	 394

Tai O: Subsequent Developments	 406

Cheung Chau: First Foundation and Subsequent Developments	 416

Peng Chau	 436

Stanley	 444

Aberdeen–Ap Lei Chau	 451

Port-Towns and Landward Markets	 458

Population, Economy, and Society	 461

Management	 481

Chapter 5  Beside the Strait of the Sea-Perch: 
Stonecutting and Society in the Lei Yue Mun Area    499

The Trade in Building Stone	 499

Establishment of the Quarry Villages	 512

Shau Kei Wan	 517

The Four Stone Hills Topography	 525

The Four Stone Hills Community	 530

The Temples of the Four Stone Hills	 539

The Sai Cho Wan Tin Hau Temple	 539

The Lei Yue Mun Tin Hau Temple	 542

Lei Yue Mun: History to 1941	 549

The Lei Yue Mun Community: History to 1941	 555

The Lei Yue Mun Community: History from 1941	 569

The
 C

hin
ese

 U
niv

ers
ity

 of
 H

on
g K

on
g P

res
s: C

op
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
ls



CONTENTS  |  xvii

Chapter 6  Historical Notes on Two Squatter Areas: 
Hau Wong New Village and Kwu Tung    579

Introduction	 579

Hau Wong New Village, Kowloon City	 580

Kowloon City	 580

Early History of the Kowloon City Area, to 1341	 581

The History of the Kowloon City Area from 1341 to 1930	 584

The Topography of Kowloon City	 594

The Hau Wong Temple and the Hau Wong New Village Area: 	  
The History of the Hau Wong Temple	 603

Ho Ka Yuen	 610

Hau Wong New Village	 617

Kwu Tung, North District	 629

The Kwu Tung Area	 629

Kwu Tung Village	 629

The Area in the Inter-War Years	 634

Post-War Developments	 641

The Kwu Tung Market	 646

Kwu Tung Society	 647

Bibliography    659

Glossary    669

Index of Personal Names    675

Index of Place-names    683

General Index    697

The
 C

hin
ese

 U
niv

ers
ity

 of
 H

on
g K

on
g P

res
s: C

op
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
ls




