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e Thus the state of nature of the world of plants which we began by
considering, is far from possessing the attribute of permanence. Rather
its very essence is impermanence....

* And in the living world, one of the most characteristic features of this
cosmic process is the struggle for existence, the competition of each
with all, the result of which is the selection,

* that is to say, the survival of those forms which, on the whole, are best
adapted to the conditions'which at any period obtain;

* and which are, therefore; in that respect, and only in that respect, the

22
fittest.
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