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Preface Rocky S, Tuan

As we look to the future, it always helps to look at the past for inspiration.
In Bringing Together China and the West, a collection of early modern
Western books about China from the Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK) Library, we see, refracted through a historical lens, how CUHK
has continued its commitment to the mission— “To combine tradition with
modernity and to bring together China and the West” —throughout its sixty
years of history. Through these fascinating works of early Western Sinology,
we see how Chinese and Western scholars interacted and cooperated to gain
a mutual understanding of cultures and appreciation of shared humanity
that transcends all boundaries.

The Chinese University of Hong Kong Library preserves important Chinese
and Western works of knowledge and archives from the past decades to support
the University in its endeavours of education, research, and knowledge transfer.
From our Library’s rich collection of priceless rare books, manuscripts, and
maps, we acknowledge the similarities and connections between the Chinese
and Western origins of many of the most dynamic areas of a modern university,
from the study of Chinese philosophy and the earliest dynastic history to the
latest research on biomedical science and mechanical engineering. Every page of
this book abundantly contains distinctive and stimulating historical gems that
are sure to impress not only students, staff, and alumni of the University but
also readers from all walks of life.

The sixtieth anniversary, or jiazi in Chinese, signifies a new and ori-
ginal beginning. As we commemorate CUHK’s diamond anniversary, I believe
that the exhibition, its catalogue, and other university-wide celebrations will
inspire us to foster even stronger bonds across our community, and to refresh
and reinvigorate our efforts to propel CUHK, our city, and our nation to
new heights. In pursuit of excellence with purpose and responsibility, the
University is committed to staying true to its roots, in the belief that, as the
Confucian Analects so aptly put it, “Once the roots are firmly established,

the Way (Dao) will grow.”

Rocky S. Tuan
Vice-Chancellor

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Preface Jobn Balye

The Chinese University of Hong Kong Library aims to preserve important
Chinese and Western works of knowledge and archives since its founding.
Guided by the University’s mission of “combining tradition with modernity
and bringing together China and the West,” the Library has developed
the Western and East Asian language collections which are complemented
by electronic formats, and provided users with generous study spaces,
innovative facilities and services. Over the years the Library has become
recognized as a significant research library in Asia. The long-standing
encouragement of the University has been instrumental in the Library’s
development, and we pay tribute to the support we have received.

The Special Collections developed by CUHK Library first began to
take shape under the leadership of the founding librarian Dr. Alfred Kai-
ming Chiu (1898-1977) who began to collect Chinese rare books and
manuscripts. The rare book collection now consists of 1,100 titles in
over 16,000 volumes, ranging from the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368) to
the end of the Qianlong (1795) of the Qing dynasty. In 2020, the Library
was honored by the announcement that fifteen of our Chinese rare
books had been selected for inclusion in China’s “National Catalogue of
Precious Ancient Books.” This is the first time that Chinese rare books
from a Hong Kong academic library collection have been selected since
the inception of the Catalogue in 2008. Dr. Colin Storey, an expert on
Western rare books, was the University Librarian from 2000 to 2012.
The Library then began collecting early European books on China.
When Ms. Louise Jones (University Librarian, 2013-2021) succeeded
to the position, she allocated funds specifically for the procurement
of important works in early European Sinology, gradually enriching
the Library’s collection of Western rare books on China. These books
have academic as well as cultural value. They document the history of
the printed word in Europe from its beginnings in the fifteenth century
to the end of nineteenth century while tracing the history of early

Chinese-Western relations and of Western Sinology in detail, including



the European understanding of China’s geography, languages, customs,
politics, economy, and social conditions at that time. This collection is an
important record for the early China-Western encounters and exchanges.

As a cultural institution the Library is committed to curate, pre-
serve and promote our unique collections. In the University’s sixtieth
anniversary year we are delighted to jointly organize with the Department
of History and the Institute of Chinese Studies the exhibition “Bringing
Together China and the West: Books of Early Modern Western Sinology
in the Chinese University of Hong Kong Library” to introduce our Special
Collections to the public. We are particularly thankful to Professor
Stuart M. McManus of the Department of History for writing this
commemorative catalogue. This volume contains detailed descriptions
and illustrations of fifty-five items from our Western Languages Special
Collections, which were published from the fifteenth to the mid-nineteenth
centuries, including manuscripts, books and atlases. Many of these were
written by Jesuit missionaries on Chinese classics, culture, philosophy
and medicine. They reflected the early contact between China and the
West, as well as the rise of early Western Sinology. On the occasion of
the University’s diamond jubilee, this celebratory volume will help us in
reflecting on “combining tradition with modernity and bringing together
China and the West.”

John Bahrij
Acting University Librarian

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Y
NWWE LV




BEEF

U P OO BRI A B O LABR » — B DAMRAE SORR ~ R AT 2
CAF o TEREE 45 G MA BB > e BB 7 J IR iar T o
] i G o S ROV O R SO > JREU N IR - M 2 pe Al
TR B8 22 [~ R RhE S IR o —E DAZR - KEBSG T RMZIK
(9 SR > o R R ] L 2 R [ A — O ) 5 [ > R
AP EE A 1) A B B o

TE R B B 0 AR A R PR (1898-1977) T LAFSH T » & =
fESYOR P B EA - A EEE TR ESEANE T8
s SL—#S T2 - F4 BT (1271-1368) - TIZiERREAN T
(1795) o Horp T M 8 5 AR 2020 48 A K2 5l 4
Bk) s B AR 2008 4R - SR KA BN E E 2R A
i o 7E 7Y SO 8 B it PR 1 1 (Colin Storey > 2000-2012 4% [#] 1£
1) AT BB R A - [ 35 B A 4R R A v B R L R -
#& %% 2 £ (Louise Jones > 2013-2021 4 M 7E4E) AL = > WhpRnl 3
FCER BRI 0 R ) B A o T P U A R B Y R
WS HW o 8 LY SO AR B B L (R - B RSk T RN ED
WSO B AL & L AR AR s 5 S AR A B p e B AR B
BV SRR L > EARROMN S T B SRS - JAUA - Bus - KR
Bt e G VLR BEAR % T M rb B BTG 5 RO AS I B it i R e o

VER— P sCA et - BE BT AR - TR A7 SO R FRA™
A RE A © 2023 42 AUk T SCRBR RIS + R4 AL & - [ 3 A e o B
JRE s 2R B v B SCAL 5% T 2 Y B DA 1) A AR A SR AP (9 A - I
Al R RS BRI R (e PR Uy - A SO E
JIT AT AR L PGy EEER A ) R 8k o DAGE R ORSERE B o AR
T At AL E U A A EE R L RRE P SO AR > TR - AR
FHulE o BB AL Sy R AR e L A E A B B AR~ Sofb - AR




L
fasnes

i

"

hdasSnddns

"

jEanS RN A an

jSaSSEEIZEIEn:

O A G

N

I'AC
N
AR
N =

Y
T

NWWE LV

AT

ANARRSBANEaan

SN
B &

i SOR B | i B R

)

J e [ L 7 - Al LA e AT Y T B B e LR o A e
S1p475 1> B o

KA AR Z > A B3R P U 5 R BB i i [ 45 4

b

> e

&

B
Bift



HH

K

[ARREREENEnES]

g

Preface Chi Tim Lai

Since its establishment in 1967, the Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS)
has been at the heart of promoting Chinese culture and the scholarly
studies of it at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. As an international
and interdisciplinary centre in the field, the Institute has, for more than
half a century, been fulfilling its mission to facilitate the use of Chinese
primary sources in contemporary academia and to foster and further the
development of China studies in Hong Kong and overseas. With its many
publications, outreach programmes, and rich academic activities, ICS also
plays a key role in supporting scholarly exchange and cooperation with
researchers and institutions across the world.

The vibrant ICS is a living embodiment of the University’s mission,
“to combine tradition with modernity and to bring together China and the
West.” In fact, it was no coincidence that the inaugural vice-chancellor upon
the University’s founding in 1963, Dr. Choh-ming Li, was also the inaugural
director of ICS. The encounter and communication between China and
the West, past and present, have remained a dynamic field of intellectual
imagination and enquiry, and a major forte of the University, to this day.

Long before the University and ICS came into being and served as a
hub for China studies, however, some of the early Sinologists from Europe
had ventured to this part of the world, whether as missionaries, diplomats,
or explorers, to engage with its people and culture. The CUHK Library
boasts an important collection of their works about China, written in
Western languages, where they shared their first-hand experience and
findings from their actual and intellectual expeditions. It is only fitting
that an exhibition of these rare volumes is organized by the Library, with
the support of ICS and the Department of History, to mark the sixtieth
anniversary of the University. It is an honour for ICS to contribute to this
meaningful joint endeavour. I would also like to take this opportunity to
offer my appreciation and congratulations to Professor Stuart M. McManus

for putting together this splendid catalogue to commemorate the occasion.

Chi Tim Lai
Executive Associate Director, Institute of Chinese Studies
Professor, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies

The Chinese University of Hong Kong



Z NI

H 1967 4F B LIS > w0 SCALIF 5T i — T2 7 s P SO B4 T
Hh B SCAE B AR BRI BIE TS A AZ L o TEIE 2 AT > fe B3 S vh 3T
JEUR ORI > 42 R A AN g SR ) o B SR B PR - —EO2
I I A 5 L R i 2 I R AT 7 o B (i o IR B LA H RS )
SRR SN RN AL AR EL 07 B 45 R RIS AR SRR T 7T N B A A
A ER Al S I B A R T B

1963 4F ik o SCR B AC IR > BIAC K = 2% L B - (S AT B 5%
PR EAERTR > RELLATAS & (AT BB Alg B B 5 | 3 B AL
iy > 1 PSRBT T IR R AR B R I o P 2 [l 25 ~ BITERYAH
BB — ER TR ARG BEES B AR R —K
WFFE 3R IA

FLTE R BRI S T BA7 G B2 4 3K v B A 55 Y Rt 2 i > — Sk
A EER R RO E AR T o M A E L - SN E SR B AR 1 &
IR AN N RN SCAL AT SR o 7 it rh SORER [ 35 i WSO 1 At A1
AR B R B EEEAE > B EAF LI A E R > RUBk T H B B
TGRSR — FREBR A SR BT o 75 PRI SUEBF ST AR L R SCFF T > K
BLEE M E R R S M ARG MRS REA T RENL S > '
TEA B o B SO I PR S e R g il R B R IE B 1F th &/
Bk o FE IR BT B L QO R [ 8% - AR AL I R R R R 2 - 3
TR SO B 1) f BChIE FIE DL

s SORER P SO LI B i 5 T R
AL BOR BT R Bd%

(A
INEE YN

AN




HH

K

[ARREREENEnES]

g

]Bl‘lifﬂlili Stuart 0. WcINanus

As The Chinese University of Hong Kong celebrates the sixtieth anni-
versary of its foundation, the Department of History is delighted to be
able to support this exhibition and its accompanying catalogue inspired
by the University’s mission “to combine tradition with modernity and
to bring together China and the West.” Indeed, the books featured here
suggest that there is much truth to the oft-repeated maxim that “history
does not repeat, but it does rhyme.” Not only were there striking parallels
in the learned cultures of China and Europe, but the rapid development
of early modern European Sinology underlines the deep interest among
Western scholars in the history and cultural traditions of China (broadly
understood).

The many Renaissance books about China described in this catalogue
are also significant for us in another sense. When our first graduate, the
historian Yu Ying-shih (1930-2021), departed Hong Kong for Harvard in
the 1950s, it was his intention to study the European Renaissance, which
it was hoped he would be able to teach at New Asia College. While this
great scholar would soon turn his attention to Chinese history and was
destined to return to Hong Kong only briefly, the Department has always
sought to support the teaching of this foundational period of Western
history, which saw not only important scientific and philosophical
breakthroughs, but also the first sustained interactions between learned
people from our two corners of Eurasia. As always, these interactions
were not without misunderstandings and self-interested actions. Yet,
they also displayed a striking degree of cultural engagement and mutual
appreciation. Indeed, this period reminds us that before the nineteenth
century there was a period of several hundred years during which China-
Western relations were quite unlike those of the modern period (or at
least some popular understandings of it). While the task of the historian
is neither praise nor blame, this more cosmopolitan age nonetheless has
a certain value for those whose mission is “to combine tradition with

modernity and to bring together China and the West.”

Stuart M. McManus
Associate Director, Centre for Comparative and Public History,

Department of History, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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