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There was something in the character of Chinese language
which invisibly but most emphatically changed one’s mode
of thought. The modes of thinking, the concepts, the images,
the very sounds of words are so different between the English
language and Chinese.’
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In a mechanistic civilization, there is a grave danger of a crude
utilitarianism, which sacrifices the whole aesthetic side of life
to what is called “efficiency.” Perhaps I am old fashioned, but
I must confess that I view with alarm the theory that language
is merely a means of communication, and not also a vehicle of
beauty.
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