Voice & Verse Special Feature: “Boar” - Hong Kong Boars

Omen 2021
by Cleo Adler

In the twilight

a pink afterglow hovers over

the tide as it rises. Its summoner,
the waxing moon, soon turns
and gently pushes this world,
whether it wills or not,

to the threshold of another year.

Cordons, billows, fences,

all cut out for setting us

apart from the wilderness.
Anything in the shape of a line,
be it an orbit, a blindfold,

can cast a shaky shadow

we dare not trespass.

Two boars tread on a deserted shore

in between the edges.

Tails waggling, their feet brushing against the sand.
‘That year is their turn.

An act opens and leads to its own closure.

'The bygones have found their place,

a bigger share falls on those that stay.

'The bypassers watch, agape,
as if we, not they, dwell here.
A circle is drawn, : ;.
only to find its head the %&Q@
the first to come, the las%t be joined.

is subjects

A slaughterer never@
for he must ﬁrst@ e them himself.




As they march on, an ivory staircase
unfolds at their back, layer piling on layer,
towards more bloodshed, or less.

A vision telling of deceit, or revelation.

A small procession for fellows felled, or
the last chance to return

before dusk.
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