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Abstract

Wu Tao was an important and mysterious translator in the translation
field during the period of the late Qing Dynasty. He only has a few
works published, but his translation style is too unique to be neglected.
Through chronologically arranging all his existing works, and closely
comparing and analyzing them with their Japanese originals, this paper
summarizes three important factors that constitute the unique style of
Wu Tao’s translation: the incorporation of various elements such as
Japanese original typesetting and even punctuation into the translated
texts; simulating and recreating the “breathing of the text,” i.e., to
imitate the breaking up of the original Japanese sentences as much as
possible; maintaining the exact order of the Chinese words. This paper
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holds that Wu Tao’s translation strategy can be regarded as a practical
form of the “translation” method of word-translating, but it does not
stop there. This kind of translation method is a product stem from the
unique historical situation when the literati in the late Qing Dynasty
encountered the Meiji Japanese writing style. It also opens a new
possibility for the modern transformation of the vernacular style.
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