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Rethinking Global Communication in a
Multipolar World: Epistemic Inequality,
Digital Sovereignty, and the Future of the Field

Discussants: Daya Kishan THUSSU * Yu HUANG b, Anilesh KUMAR "
Translators: Kun FANG b, Jingshu LIU °
*School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University, Kowloon, Hong Kong

’ Department of Communication, Beijing Normal-Hong Kong Baptist University, Zhuhai, Mainland China

Abstract

In this academic dialogue, Professor Daya Kishan Thussu reflects on the
intellectual development of international and global communication as a field,
revisiting key concepts such as de-Westernization, de-Americanization, contra-
flows, and digital sovereignty. The interview explores how historical power
asymmetries continue to shape academic knowledge, why the rise of China and
India matters for theory-building, and how platforms, artificial intelligence, and
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geopolitics are reshaping the communication order. It also considers the
changing patterns of journalism, epistemic communities, and the need for more
historically grounded and globally plural forms of scholarship. The conversation
argues that the future of the field depends not only on responding to
technological change but also on rethinking its conceptual foundations beyond
established Western frameworks.



