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Broadening Technological Imaginations:
A Dialogue on Care, Subjectivity, and Desirable Al

Discussants: Kalindi VORA *, Shun Chi Donna CHU "

“ Department of Anthropology, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, United States

® School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong,

New Territories, Hong Kong

Abstract

In this dialogue, Professor Kalindi Vora shares insights from her extensive
interdisciplinary background as an anthropologist. Beginning with the concept of
“Desirable Al,” the conversation explores what a critical inquiry into technology
should truly entail. Given that science and technology are never neutral, the
discussion highlights how they are deeply embedded in cultural assumptions and
are often “imagined” into existence by a narrow group of designers.

Drawing on examples ranging from global labor outsourcing to assisted
reproduction, the dialogue establishes “care” as a central concern. Professor
Vora stresses the urgent need to broaden technological imaginations by
integrating ethical frameworks—such as “Buddhist AI”—and robust concepts

Kalindi VORA (Professor). Department of Anthropology, American Studies and
Women’s Gender and Sexuality Studies, Yale University. Research interests: science
and technology studies, feminism. Email: kalindi.vora@yale.edu

Shun Chi Donna CHU (Associate Professor). School of Journalism and Communication,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Research interests: youth culture, media literacy.
Email: donnachu@cuhk.edu.hk



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2026). Published by The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Broadening Technological Imaginations

of care into the earliest stages of design. By recognizing the invisible labor and
“embodied knowledge” that sustains automation, the dialogue calls for a
humanistic, interdisciplinary approach that prioritizes social relations over mere
efficiency. Ultimately, this perspective seeks to ensure that the future of
technology truly serves the flourishing of humanity.




