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Editor’s Notes

At the Intersection of Technology, Culture, and
Power: Multiple Perspectives in Contemporary
Communication Research

Chingching CHANG"

“Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan

Abstract

This issue brings together six studies that collectively illuminate the
dynamic intersections of technology, culture, and power shaping contemporary
communication practices. The contributions explore diverse sites of mediated
life while revealing the structural logics, affective forces, and forms of agency
that emerge within them. The first article investigates the afterlives of
COVID-19 testing booths across Chinese cities, treating these unexpected urban
remnants as “memory landscapes” that evoke competing narratives among
state, local, and public actors. The second study analyzes the multilayered
digital labor of game streamers operating within China’s guild-based platform
economy, uncovering complex negotiations of discipline, dependence,
performance, and resistance. The third article advances the concept of “sonic
visibility,” shifting the focus of visibility studies beyond the visual to examine
how voice-based interaction in gaming environments becomes a strategic and
sometimes precarious practice of self-presentation and power. The fourth study
assesses public recognition of Al-generated deepfake images, revealing low

Chingching CHANG (Distinguished Research Fellow). Research Center for
Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica. Research interests: media
effects, media psychology, consumer psychology. Email: chingchingchang@gate.
sinica.edu.tw



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2026). Published by The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Communication and Society, 75 (2026)

accuracy rates and highlighting the growing epistemic instability introduced by
generative technologies. The fifth contribution examines feminist influencers on
Rednote (Xiaohongshu), theorizing their data, relational, and identity labor as
forms of hierarchical visibility shaped by platform capitalism and transformed
into feminist public action. Finally, the sixth article reconsiders the 1980s as a
formative pre-Internet era in China, tracing the intellectual, technological, and
institutional foundations that enabled the country’s integration into the global
Internet in the 1990s. Together, these articles demonstrate how communication
research can critically engage with memory, labor, visibility, technological risk,
feminist praxis, and historical transformation to offer deeper insight into our
rapidly evolving media environments.
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