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Research Article

Altruistic Behavior of Bystanders: A Study on the
Influence of Presumed Media Influence and
AED Promotion

Ya YANG®, Fang SU"

“School of Journalism and Communication, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, Mainland China

Abstract

In China, the survival rate of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest is lower than in
other countries, revealing the impact of cultural and institutional differences on
the rate of bystander cardiopulmonary resuscitation. This study explores the
influence of audience health information-seeking and altruistic behavioral
intentions on the application of automated external defibrillator (AED), which
have been proven predicted by the influence of presumed media influence
(IPMI) and further validated the correlation between media perception
mechanisms (such as attention and presumed exposure of others to information)
and behavioral intention, with the goal of providing empirical support for the
health promotion of AED. A questionnaire survey (N = 640) revealed that
subjective norms mediated intentions both to seek health information and to
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engage in altruistic behavior. The study further explores gender differences in
the IPMI model of bystanders’ AED usage. Theoretical and practical
implications of the IPMI model in China’s public communication are discussed.
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