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Editor’s Notes

Platformization of Chinese Societies

Ngai Keung CHAN"

* School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, New Territories,

Hong Kong

Abstract

Platforms and their development trajectories are deeply embedded in the
societies where they operate and interact with various social actors. Scholars,
more recently, have advocated for multiplying or provincializing platform
studies by attending to how platformization unfolds in different institutional
contexts. This special issue brings together six articles addressing the
“platformization of Chinese societies” through different theoretical approaches
and empirical case studies. The collection of articles views platformization as a
dynamic process, both shaping and shaped in various ways by political
authorities, platform firms, cultural production, workers, non-governmental
organizations, and legal regulations. This special issue aims to contribute to
platform studies by deepening situated knowledge about Chinese platformization.

Ngai Keung CHAN (Assistant Professor). School of Journalism and Communication,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Research interests: platform governance,
gig economy, algorithmic culture. Email: oliverchan@cuhk.edu.hk



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2025). Published by The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

EALETHF A

A5 A A

RSN ARG TEAE M 25 %€ o

Disclosure Statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.

B9 48 A B
AR SCRHETE H RS 48 G B o

Funding

This article was not funded by any project grant.

ORCID

Pi289% (Ngai Keung CHAN) https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5848-3098

2E Rk

de Kloet, J., Poell, T., Zeng, G., & Chow, Y. F. (2019). The platformization of
Chinese society: Infrastructure, governance, and practice. Chinese Journal of
Communication, 12(3), 249-256.

Poell, T., Duffy, B. E., B. Nieborg, D., Mutsvairo, B., Tse, T., Arriagada, A., De
Kloet, J., & Sun, P. (2024). Global perspectives on platforms and cultural
production. International Journal of Cultural Studies. Advance online
publication.

Poell, T., Nieborg, D., & Duffy, B. E. (2022). Platforms and cultural production.
Polity.

Zhang, L., & Chen, J. Y. (2022). A regional and historical approach to platform
capitalism: The cases of Alibaba and Tencent. Media, Culture & Society,
44(8), 1454—-1472.

ix



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong;
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2025). Published by The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

(EFEAE2T) - () %71 (2025)

R B HE
B (2025) © CHEAKLATIIT A L) o (IR LAY - 587100 > Bvx -

Citation of this article

Chan, N. K. (2025). Platformization of Chinese societies. Communication and
Society, 71, v—X.



