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Abstract

With the widespread integration of the mobile internet into people’s daily
lives, rural migrant youth have become key content creators on short video
platforms such as Kuaishou. Drawing on field observations and interviews, this
article examines how the interaction between Kuaishou and its users fosters
entrepreneurial hope among migrant youths and turns them into the platform’s
“hope laborers.” As the effects of platform governance and changes in business
models unfold, digital platforms provide a tangible route to self-entrepreneurship
while simultaneously increasing precarity and trapping migrant youths on a new
form of digital assembly line. This study contends that hope labor not only
encompasses unpaid efforts aimed at securing potential rewards but also serves
as a necessary strategy for escaping one’s predicament. It reflects rural migrant
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youths’ ongoing negotiation on Kuaishou about the conflicting tensions between
their past, present, and future engagements.
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