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Walking Through the Light and Shadows Across
Times and Academia

Discussants: Guoliang ZHANG", Baohua ZHOU"

* School of Media and Communication, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, Mainland China
° School of Journalism, Fudan University, Shanghai, Mainland China

Abstract

The foreseeable trends in future communication research in China generally
include intelligentization, mediatization, and convergence. Firstly, there is
intelligentization. Due to the high technical content involved, communication
scholars mainly play the roles of learning, observing, and following. Despite this,
it is essential to actively participate in exploring the profound impact of
intelligent technology on human communication. Secondly, there is mediatization.
Although mediatization has become a daily phenomenon, its connotations and
extensions are continuously deepening, deserving focused attention from the field
of communication research. Finally, there is convergence. Despite the ongoing
convergence, the level of integration within and beyond the discipline remains
inadequate. During this process, the most critical question is how communication
research can be a leading force in producing innovative theories. While there are
promising signs, continuous efforts are still needed.
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