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Editor’s Notes

A Multidimensional Intellectual Landscape

Jack Linchuan QIU

Abstract

This issue comprises four themes: health, phycological processes, discourse,
and power. How do media content and media use influence human health? This
classic question has become even more pronounced in the post-COVID era. The
research focus should not just be on individual health. Researchers must pay
more attention to communal health, including online, taking mental health also
into account as a component of overall health. Social psychology is also a major
tradition in communication studies. In today’s media environment, how do
people fulfil their needs for belonging and self-disclosure? How do such factors
impact individuals’ feelings of inferiority, dullness, and happiness? These
psychological mechanisms trigger new problems while creating new academic
opportunities. Discourse is a way for humans to express themselves and serves
as a framework for perceiving the world. In the cacophony of digital media, we
must consider: do marginalized groups really have more opportunities to be
seen, heard, and respected? We must consider issues of power as reflected
through platform governance issues and the fundamental question of building
media studies through a more inclusive paradigm. Health, psychology, discourse,
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and power—these four elements are interwoven to present an intellectual
landscape that is multidimensional and robust.
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