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Research Article

Rebuilding the Local: Relevance Reconstruction
and Media Manifestation in the Transformation
of Unit System Communities

Jing XU

Abstract

Focusing on a typical unit system community in a northwest inland city
after China’s reform and opening up, this study explored the impact of social
transformation on “local” nature and reconstruction. Through field research,
this study examined the reconstruction of human relevance in spatial
transformation and the emergence of urban spatial media. The research focused
on the process of rebuilding the association of unit-based communities in the
context of China’s transitional period, as well as exploring and revealing the
connections between social transformation, spatial order, and media. Critical
theory and Yi-Fu Tuan’s concept of the local were applied as an explanation
framework. Oral history and online ethnography were the main research
methods. The findings showed that, as special era spaces and orders, unit-based
communities lost their local connections during the transformation, while new
local connections were produced through several dimensions, such as the
public-private transformation of space, the commercialization of human-
material relationships, and the reconstruction of communication spaces through
new media platforms, thus creating a capitalist-oriented urban space and spatial
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relationships that differed from the current market-oriented and commodified-
dominated ones, which constitute a “gap” in the memories of the city.

Keywords: local unit community, spatial, social transformation
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