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Communication Forum

Digital Association: Conceptual Elaboration

Junfei DU

Abstract

This article aims to summarize the author’s main ideas about digital
association as follows: First, ontologically, digital association is a
communication concept based on practice theory, which takes the action turn of
communication as a logical starting point and treats new communication for
future human life as an instantaneous, practical, virtual-real communication
system. Second, according to subject theory, in digital association, people who
live digitally are regarded as being in digital association, which is the sum of
virtual-real social relations. In virtual practice, “associationary” is defined as
the integration of people, objects, and practices. Third, the theoretical concern
of digital association in a digital society is to establish a universal connection—
a unity of life on the scale of Gaia. Fourth, the value of digital association
theory is its adherence to the Cartesian assumption, “I think, therefore I am,”
while remaining alert to technology and opposing the use of the “roboticity” of
artificial intelligence (AI) to obscure human nature. Fifth, the discussion of
digital association is intended to provide an interdisciplinary ideological
concept: research on new communication cannot focus only on technology or
technological embodiment; it must be concerned with the complete person in
the sense of “Dasein.” Finally, the discussion of digital association also aims to
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Digital Association

promote the liberation of communication research, rediscover theories in the
context of new technologies, and allow the discipline to expand.
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