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Communication Forum

Rhetorical Insights into Reform Movements

Xiaosui XIAO

Abstract

Despite the significance and popularity of the topic of the reform movement
in academic research, it has not been explored in an organized fashion from a
rhetorical perspective in terms of either media reforms in China over the past 40
years or modern Chinese reforms in general. Most students and scholars of
communication have preferred to apply a sociological, historical, or political-
economic approach to the topic. Even when discussing media reform discourse,
previous studies have tended to rely on quantitative content analysis and
discourse structural analysis. This essay argues that as far as reform movement
studies are concerned, the lack of rhetorical insights into the movement implies
the absence of both a meticulous cultural vision and the “subjectivity” of a
movement that acts with purpose and skill.
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