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Research Article

Relationship, Situation, and Governance Reform:
A Study on the Process of Communication and
Interaction between the State and the Countryside
Society in a Village-Level WeChat Group in
Western Hunan

Qingping XIANG

Abstract

This article applies network ethnography and in-depth interviews to study
the communication and interactions between the state and rural society among
members of the “Weimin” WeChat group from Western Hunan. The results
showed that, based on the relationship between the state and rural society, the
WeChat group has built a “socialized community” that is also a virtual
governance scenario across bureaucracies. Through such WeChat groups,
villagers can participate in governance in their daily lives. The Internet
integrates public and private spaces, and spontaneously, daily life becomes non-
daily life. The country permeates the countryside through the WeChat group,
and the media is an extension of the state. The findings of this study indicate
that rural society has formed a governance mechanism of “expression-response-
communication,” and rural social governance has changed from being
“institutionally insensitive” to “institutionally sensitive.” In a flat information
flow structure, the power of the agent is restricted. This article proposes the
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concept of an “online village micro-public space,” which is an authority-biased
hybrid communication mechanism. The mode of communication and
interactions between the state and rural society is the main vehicle for rural
social governance in our country. This study responds to changes in the mode
of rural social governance in China and helps to reflect on the relationship
between the state and rural society in the digital age. Based on the results of
the fieldwork, this study proposes an “online village micro-public space” and
promotes the construction of a rural governance theory in the Chinese context.
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