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Research Article

Symbiosis and Consensus: Media Practice of
Mother-in-Law and Daughter-in-Law Cooperative
Parenting in Urban Middle-Class Families

Lili AN, Meiyi LI

Abstract

Digital media is increasingly becoming an important intermediary deeply
involved in the cooperative parenting of mother-in-law and daughter-in-law,
which is shaping a modern new ethical relationship between them and the
family power structure. With the help of the sociological theoretical frameworks
of symbiosis and consensus, this study aims to explore how digital media play
a staged role in the process of mother-in-law and daughter-in-law cooperative
parenting practices. The study found that in the early days of mother-in-law
and daughter-in-law cooperative parenting, digital media activated and
expanded the generation gap between the two parties in the construction of
digital identity, the acquisition, cognition, and application of parenting
knowledge, and the concept and behavior of parenting consumption. The
conflict pattern forms a “symbiotic relationship” with complementary functions
between different roles. With the development of the cooperative parenting
process, digital media has gradually become an important factor in easing
intergenerational relations, promoting the negotiation and reconciliation of
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intergenerational concepts of mother-in-law and daughter-in-law construction.
The picture of modern intergenerational cooperative parenting is being shaped
and constructed by the media.
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