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Special Issue Article

Examining the Impact of Exposure to
COVID-19 Misinformation on Vaccine Hesitancy
Among Beijing Residents

Jianbin JIN, Ran WEI, Jing GUO

Abstract

This study attempts to explore how COVID-19 misinformation exposure
affects the attitudes and behavioral intentions of people toward COVID-19
vaccination. On the basis of the review of relevant studies, we propose a
theoretical framework in which misinformation beliefs and negative attitudes
toward the vaccine are treated as mediating variables in the effect of
misinformation exposure on vaccine hesitancy. Government trust is also
included in our model to reflect the fact that institutional trust might function
as a counterweighing factor in the vaccination decision making of an individual.
The data are collected from a large-scale online survey in Beijing in August
2021, which ‘yielded a sample of 1,033 respondents. Findings show that
exposure to COVID-19 misinformation has both direct and indirect effects on
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negative attitudes toward the vaccine and that the size of indirect effects, as
mediated by misinformation beliefs, is significantly bigger than that of the
direct effect. Meanwhile, the counterweighing function of government trust is
also verified, as it is negatively associated with the negative attitudes of the
respondents toward COVID-19 vaccination. The social and theoretical
implications of our findings are discussed accordingly.
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of vaccine, trust in government, vaccine hesitancy
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