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Science Communication:
Across Disciplines and Cultures

Discussants: Mike S. SCHAFER, Yunya SONG, Miao XU

Abstract

Science communication is a maturing field of research that is increasingly
institutionalized. The COVID-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented heights
to the relevance of science communication. As a leading figure in science
communication, Professor Mike S. Schifer elucidates the way in which science
communication is as pluralistic in its research as it is in practice. In this
dialogue, Professor Schifer shares his views on the status quo and future
directions of science communication, which concern its research paradigms,
theory building, interdisciplinarity, contextualization, and communication
practices. He also surveys the state of the discipline including emerging and
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cutting-edge areas, such as digital media, computational methods, politicization,
and polarization. Finally, he provides valuable advice to students and junior
scholars about the makings of a good researcher in science communication.
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