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The Impact of Internet News Use on
Pro-Environmental Behavior:
A Moderated-Mediation Model

Zongya L1

Abstract

News media plays a crucial role in educating and guiding the public on
environmental issues. Studies on the impact of news use on pro-environmental
behavior, however, are quite limited and insufficient. Thus, this study proposed
a moderated mediation model in an attempt to explore whether the association
between Internet news use and pro-environmental behavior was mediated by
knowledge levels and positive emotion. Focusing on the issue of haze pollution
in China, the results of a survey of 1,589 respondents in Beijing, Shanghai, and
Guangzhou indicated that Internet news use, subjective knowledge, and
objective knowledge were direct predictors of pro-environmental behavior. This
study also suggested that Internet news use could contribute to pro-
environmental behavior by increasing both subjective knowledge and objective
knowledge. Furthermore, this study also found that the mediation effect of
subjective knowledge on the association between Internet news use and pro-
environmental behavior became stronger when the level of positive emotion
was higher. As a result, the moderated mediation model was supported by the
present study.
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