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Communication Practice of the Body in
Matchmaking Corner: The Absent and the Present

Yunjie PANG, Shengdong LIN, Changchun XUAN

Abstract

In the context of China’s modernization, urbanization, and market economy
transformation, its single population has continued to increase. As a result,
matchmaking corners with parents as the main participants have become
increasingly popular in large- and medium-sized cities in China. The
matchmaking corner is not only a physical space where parents try to find a
wife or husband for their children but also a social space that comprises rich
cultural meaning. Parents are physically present at the matchmaking corner to
communicate. From the perspective of social space and body, this study uses
the matchmaking corner in Shanghai People’s Park as an example to analyze
how the absent body is represented and how the present body interacts with the
social space as medium, message, and subject. There were two main findings.

Yunjie PANG (Master of Art). Department of Advertising, School of Journalism
and Communication, Xiamen University; current employee of ByteDance Ltd.
Research interests: advertising.

Shengdong LIN (Professor, corresponding author). Department of Advertising and
Media Economics, School of Journalism and Communication, Renmin University
of China. Research interests: cultural psychology, advertising.

Changchun XUAN (Assistant professor). Department of Advertising, School of
Journalism and Communication, Xiamen University. Research interests: advertising,
inter-cultural communication.



188

Communication and Society, 60 (2022)

First, the absent body (adult children) was represented through the form and
content of the advertisements that parents placed at the matchmaking corner.
Most children were born in the post-80s era. They were well-educated and
worked in state-owned enterprises, foreign enterprises, and companies related
to finance, banking, and software; nearly 50% of them had registered permanent
residences in Shanghai. There were three times as many females as there were
males, and the genders were represented differently. Second, the physically
present body (old parents) was a medium that, through their clothing and
behavior, conveyed information to others about their family and their children’s
personalities. The findings showed that, as a subject, the body was not only the
gatekeeper of the children’s dating in determining criteria for their potential
wife or husband, with whom to interact and what information to disclose. The
body had personal needs, such as developing social contacts and social
relations, and maintaining physical and mental health. Communication activities
related to these needs enriched the matchmaking corner as a social space with
diverse meanings. This study contributes theoretically to the “turn to space”
and “turn to the body” in communication research. Its findings also shed light
on the social reality of the large single population and the aging trend in China.
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