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Exchange, Information, and Power:
A Social Network Analysis of the U.S. China Hands

Debao XIANG, Chunxiao CAO

Abstract

“Power stems from exchange.” Directed by Exchange Network Theory
(ENT), this article adopts social network analysis to investigate the power
structure of the U.S. China Hands information exchange network, which is
comprised of 111 journalists, think-tankers, scholars, and officials. The results
show that (1) different types of China Hands have established a tight-knit
information resource exchange network on Twitter; (2) compared with think-
tankers, university scholars, and government officials, journalist China Hands
have formed a closely connected community and achieved the highest network
density; (3) the U.S. China Hands social network presents an apparent “core-
periphery” structure, with journalists and scholars occupying the core, while
think tanks and government officials are on the fringe; and (4) the information
exchange network of the U.S. China Hands is divided into three modularities,
which are dominated by different types of China Hands. China Hands of
journalist occupy the main body of the entire information exchange network.
On the whole, as a new type of media platform for information exchange,
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social media has become the institutional basis for the U.S. China Hands; here,
journalists have gained a competitive edge of information power over other
types of U.S. China Hands.

Keywords: the U.S. China Hands, social media, power structure, exchange
network theory, social network analysis
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