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Whose Love Is AI For? The Networked Body and
Multiple Masculinities in Chinese Child-Rearing
Robots

Yan YUAN, Lin ZHU

Abstract

What would happen to gender politics if” Al technology, which is
dominated by male scientists and engineers,~enfered domestic child rearing, a
social domain that is conventionally dominated by women? The rise of child-
rearing robots in China since 2016 has provided us with a focus for addressing
this question. In this study, five.brands of robots are used as examples to
examine gender bias and gender strategies in this newly emerged technological
artifact, following the paradigm of feminist STS and the theoretical approach
of masculinity studies<i The data were drawn from two sources: media
representations of the-rebots and the functions that they embody. In examining
the artifact as a metworked body, the findings show that the technology is
composed of front, middle, and back platforms, and it performs three different
roles, respectively: partner, parent, and expert. In accordance with these roles,
the robots’ demonstrated three masculinities: naughty boy, heroic patriarch, and
rational man. Despite their differences, they all showed the male bias of the
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technology compared with the previously female dominance in its application
context. On one hand, the multiplicity of masculinity in the robots breaks the
stereotypes about men but, on the other hand, reinforces the gender division of
labour in domestic child rearing and the superiority of men. As a technological
solution driven by dominant masculinity and fatherhood, it may help to produce
a space for rebuilding the relationship between fathers and children, but by
defending the authority of fathers and platforms, it also risks the possibility, of
devaluing mothers’ experiences and interests in domestic child rearing.
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