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Performative Connectivity and Digital Feminist
Action: A Study on the MeToo Movement in China
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Abstract

The rise of the MeToo movement in China‘in 2018 was the result of the
spread of the global MeToo movement to mainland China, which inspired a new
round of gender struggles against thebackdrop of the rise of digital
communication technologies and the tfansformation of collective action. Based
on the empirical practice of the 'Chinese MeToo movement and gender
performativity theory, this studyyfocuses on exploring the connections among
emotions, meaning, and relationships in women’s MeToo narratives to correct
the bias of “connective action” in neglecting human interaction and dynamism.
The author develops,a new concept of performative connectivity, which includes
two dimensions: the”dynamic connection of linguistic inter-subjectivity and the
technical connegction of digital communication. The dynamic connection is the
intrinsic metivation for digital feminist action, while digital communication
technelogy is seen as the cultural technology used to organize and expand
feminist discourse and practices. The two are overlapping and closely
intertwined, thus forming the associated configuration of “digital performative
connectivity.”
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