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Mom Loves You: Chinese Mother-Fans,
Idol Industry, Gender, and Intimatopia

Meijiadai BAI

Abstract

Mother-fans fantasize their idols as if they were their children. With
importation of Japanese style idol production line, introduction of Korean
Produce 101 formula, and relocation of fandom to Weibo platform, Chinese
fans created this new collective identity, based on existing fan identities and
subcultures. Outsiders of fan community tend to simplify this identity and
stigmatize mother-fans' activities»By conducting in-depth interviews, this study
treats fans as subjects with eelebrity-adoring experiences and mediated fandom
history, and seeks to understand the reasons why fans create this identity, and
what it means to them. This paper finds that the mother-fan emerged because
of the industry. Fans creatively transform this identity to legitimize their rights
to critique the ‘industry, thus protect their critical thinking and position as
subjects. Under this umbrella identity, mother-fans passionately and rationally
develop their consciousness and thrive in their collective intimatopia of reality
and fantasy.
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