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The Effects of Internet Use on Political Trust:
Evidence from the 2010 China General Social
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Abstract

The Internet has been considered an essential means of individual political
socialization. Moreover, the effects of Internet use on political trust have
become increasingly related to public support for the legitimacy of the regime.
Based on an analysis of data collected from the 2010 China General Social
Survey (CGSS), this study attempts to rule out a potential endogeneity bias by
employing the techniques of propensity score matching and instrumental
variable regression to estimate the effects of Internet use on political trust. The
results showed that compared with institutional and cultural factors, the use of
Internet has had sufficient explanatory power in shaping individuals’ political
trust. Moreover, the results showed that the use of ordinary least squares (OLS)
regression underestimated the effects of the Internet. These findings indicate the
importance of removing a potential endogeneity bias in estimating the effects
of the Internet.
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