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Research Article

Multi-Media Embedding and Urban Space
Practice as Ritual—A Field Study Based on
Donghu Greenway in Wuhan

Gang CHEN, Jizhou WANG

Abstract

Since the middle of the 20" century, there has’been a huge greenway
movement in the world. First, this paper discusses how different forms of
media participate in the urban space construction of Donghu greenway.
Secondly, it shows the typical urban space practice of the rover. Finally, it
expounds on the significance of these urban space practices.

It is found that in the Donghu greenway, the dissemination and diffusion of
information carried out by seven-kinds of media, such as broadcasting and “Tian
Eye,” dispels the uncertainty of the space environment and becomes an
important source of a sense of order and security. At the same time, the multi-
media infrastructure of Donghu greenway has become a key element of a
structural “ritual context” in many dimensions, such as vision and hearing. In
this context, the-Rover three spontaneously set up tents in the panoramic square
and sit on, surrounded by soothing music from broadcasts, enjoying food,
gazing at the eyes of the mountains and lakes, or chatting with companions.
This connotes a lot for the mass ceremony. Landscape gazing, riding,

Gang CHEN (Professor). School of Journalism and Communication, Wuhan
University. Research interests: media sociology.

Jizhou WANG (Postdoctoral Fellow, corresponding author). School of Journalism
and Communication, Wuhan University. Research interests: new media and society.



60

Communication & Society, 53 (2020)

speedboating and other urban space practices of the daily, regular, symbolic so
that it becomes a kind of resistance to modern rituals of ordinary life. However,
in public life, not everyone can create rituals. The Donghu greenway
construction process and Rover space practices identify social facts as a product
of power; thus, Donghu greenway has become a powerful way of social control
and governance.
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