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The Impact of Social Presence on the
Interpersonal Communication of Rural Residents
in China—A Perspective of Social Psychology

Hengjiang JIN, Tuo LI, Laihui YU

Abstract

This paper uses the social presence-theory to explain network of
interpersonal communication in rural China. Based on data from a survey,
results indicate that rural residents with a stronger sense of social presence
have a higher network of interpersonal communication quality (network of
interpersonal participation and perceived communication efficiency) and a
network of interpersonal: contact intensity (interaction intensity with
acquaintances and strangers). In addition, the influence of such quality and
intensity plays a positive role via the mediating effect of emotional response. It
suggests that perception factors significantly affect users’ interaction behaviors.
It also suggests that social psychological perspectives should receive more
research atténtion in the literature.
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