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Mosh with Patriarchy: The Listening and Identity
of the Female Metalheads in Mainland China

Changzhi LIU

Abstract

The gender structure in subculture has begun to.receive more attention
since the 1980s, while heavy metal music has.always been a controversial
genre because of its patriarchal ideology. Inthe.context of the globalization of
heavy metal, this study attempts to present the listening and identity issues of
female metalheads in Mainland China by fi€ld research and interview. It argues
that those female metalheads are mostly attracted by the emotions, rage, power,
and beauty in heavy metal, and- therefore find their identity and belonging.
However, since they are facing the “dual marginalization” from both daily life
and heavy metal scene, they are troubled by “sex and gender” problems all the
time; this scene empowers but also limits them. Apart from rediscussing the
classic issue of sexualized styles, this study identifies three main female styles
in Mainland’s heavy metal scene: masculine style, sexy style, and the swag-
rebellious “style. It reveals the interweaving of both cultural and social
competition in the context of urban youth consumer culture and suggests a
mixed-liquid identity. The loyalty to a specific subculture is no longer the only
thing that supports the scene.
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