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ABSTRACT

“Ambivalent voice” or “voice ambivalence” -denotes a linguistic
phenomenon where a single grammatical marker or form encapsulates
multiple voices in a language. The present study focuses on the ambivalent
voice of the dialect Linxia, a northwestern Sinitic language, employing
descriptive and comparative methods to analyze its syntactic and semantic
features. In Linxia, the causative, passive, and applicative voices are
unified under the enclitic marker #, contrasting with the prevalent use of
the verb GIVE in adjacent languages. Nonetheless, due to deep contact with
neighboring Altaic-type languages (Turko-Mongolic), the Linxia dialect
exhibits linguistic convergence within the Gansu-Qinghai area.
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