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ABSTRACT

This paper investigates the associative marker gai in Hakka complex noun
phrases, exploring its syntax and semantics: Itis argued that gai constitutes
the formal correlate of a [CLASS] feature that linguistically identifies a
class, or a subkind, to a kind denoted by the modified noun. The gai marker
hosts a functional projection ClassP in the nominal structure and is shown
to encode the concept of partitivity, namely denoting a potentially specific
subset of a larger set. The analysis of gai as a class marker is shown to fit
with the cross-linguistic picture regarding classification, partitivity and
nominal ellipsis.

KEYWORDS
Associative marker Class marker  Partitivity

Acknowledgements I owe my gratitude to the editors and the anonymous reviewers for their
helpful comments on earlier drafts of this manuscript. I am also grateful to the friends for sharing
their linguistic judgments. All remaining errors are my own responsibility. This work was
sponsored by the National Science and Technology Council of Taiwan, formerly the Ministry of
Science and Technology (MOST 108-2410-H-003-027-).

Hsiao-hung Iris Wu [iriswu@ntnu.edu.tw]; Department of English, National Taiwan

Normal University, 162 Heping East Road, Sec. 1, Taipei, Taiwan; (0] https://orcid.org/0000-
0001-8980-554X

112





