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ABSTRACT

This study examines the complexity of Mandarin syntax and addresses
several long-standing problems in the field. To tackle these issues, it
proposes a tripartite mixed model of~core arguments—nominative,
accusative, and absolutive—for Mandarin. Using this model, the paper
provides a unified account of ten ‘recurrent syntactic idiosyncrasies. It
demonstrates systematic links between these phenomena and absolutive
alignment, clarifying the crucial role of the absolutive relation and its
grammatical significance in Mandarin. The findings show that Mandarin’s
mixed configuration of nominative, accusative, and absolutive goes beyond
the traditional subject—object dichotomy. From this broader perspective,
many persistent puzzles in Mandarin grammar receive more
comprehensive, unified, and robust explanations. It is hoped that this study
will contribute to deeper and more systematic research on the Mandarin
grammatical system.
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