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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the phonetics and phonology of lenition in Taiwanese
Southern Min, focusing on intervocalic voicing as a crucial manifestation.
To systematically explore the phonetic realizations of intervocalic voicing,
recognized widely as a typical instantiation of lenition, an
electroglottography (EGG) study was conducted. This study manipulated
(1) morphosyntactic junctures (word-internal, phrase-internal, and cross-
phrasal), (ii) places of articulation (labial, coronal, and dorsal), and (iii)
speaking rates (slow and fast) to derive insights into the phenomenon in
question. Our findings reveal a robust lexical-functional asymmetry:
Intervocalic voicing predominantly occurs in functional elements while
being systematically suppressed in lexical words. In comparison, other
factors, such-as junctures and speaking rates, have a relatively insignificant
influence on intervocalic voicing, which contradicts the previous
impressionistic results that indicated otherwise. The disparity between
lexical and functional elements is attributable to the less stringent
faithfulness requirements on functional elements. To elaborate, within a
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