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ABSTRACT

Neologisms reflect new ideas or new concepts in our life and play an
important role in cultural transmission and the vitality of human language.
The explosion of neologisms, especially in the past two decades, can also
be ascribed to the popularity and accessibility of digital content and social
media. In this paper, we focus on the issue of how neologisms arise by
looking at the trajectory of developments in terms of their usage over time,
i.e., their life cycle. By studying neologisms in vivo, instead of as fait
accompli, we hope to better understand the nature of neologisms and to
enable better prediction and earlier inclusion of neologisms. To achieve
this goal, we examine the memetic model for the life cycle of neologisms
and compare it with a recently studied epidemic model. We present a
longitudinal modeling of the development of neologisms based on internet
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