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ABSTRACT

The present study compares and contrasts the phonologies of the Y. R.
Chao’s Fangyin didocha bidogé J7 & i £ & ¥ and Jerry Norman’s
Common Dialectal Chinese Hanyii fangyan tongyin V55 & i@, also
with reference to the Fangyan didochd zibido 77 5 i & 73, for what they
reveal about their compilers’ approaches to Chinese dialect phonology and
it’s applicability in dialect fieldwork and related research. We find that both
were designed as tools to help shed light on the diachronic relationships
between dialects. A significant feature that separates the two is how they
treat the issue of dentilabialized initials (& BE[1) 5 J§14) and the zhixi %
&, or zhi, zhuang, zhang FI#E %, set of initials. The Bidogé can be seen to
represent a Qieyun stage of development prior to the dentilabialization that
spread widely through the mainstream dialects but that did not affect the
Min dialects, while keeping the zhi, zhuang, zhang initial sets separate. In
contrast, Tongyin (CDC) is a reconstruction that includes dentilabialization
as an established feature of the stage of Chinese it represents while also
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