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ABSTRACT

A sentence-medial intoneme is argued to be responsible for typing
Mandarin A-NOT-A questions. In narrow syntax, it is merged higher than
deontic modals and lower than Tense; after spell-out, it is realized
phonetically as a high-low intonation starting from the left edge of the A-
NOT-A predicate. This proposal is supported by a sentence-medial
segmental particle in Chinese dialects, which further corroborates the
Intonation-Particle Hypothesis by showing that typing particles in non-
sentence-final positions are also variants of intonations. Besides, the
Mandarin nuclear stress rule derives two prosodic features of A-NOT-A
questions: No intonational breaks within the A-NOT-A predicate and de-
stressing of ‘the negation word. The two features follow from the
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requirement that only one intonation is allowed in the nuclear stress domain
and instantiate interaction among different stresses.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Clause-typing strategy of interrogatives is an important topic in
generative syntax. As for Mandarin A-NOT-A questions, the standard
assumption is that they are typed through covert movement: something (the
A-NOT-A constituent or an interrogative feature) moves at LF (mostly to
the CP area) to acquire a question reading. Since Huang’s (1988) classic
analysis, this approach has been widely adopted among the generative
works.

However, Gasde (2004) argues against the standard “movement to
C” approach by proposing that A-NOT-A questions have a sentence-medial
clause-typer Force 2 (different from Force 1 or C in the left periphery), a
position closer than C in Huang’s analysis.!

The idea of sentence-medial typers is also put forward in Xu (2005).
He identifies three clause-typing positions for interrogatives, which are
linearly placed at the initial, medial and final positions of sentences.
Structurally, the medial position is akin to Gasde’s Force 2.

Another important study on clause-typing is the proposal of
intonation morpheme (intoneme) in Cheng and Rooryck (2000). They
argue that French in-situ wh-questions are typed through merging an
intoneme at C°, which is realized phonetically as a rising intonation.

In this squib, inspired by the sentence-medial typing position (Gasde
2004; Xu 2005) and the intoneme analysis (Cheng and Rooryck 2000), I
will make a new proposal about the typing strategy of Mandarin A-NOT-A
questions.

2. ANEW PROPOSAL
Specifically, my proposal is stated as (1).
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