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ABSTRACT
The postverbal locative prepositional phrase “Prep+Demioc

2

of Lianhua
Gan Chinese has been grammaticalized as a postverbal durative marker and
a sentence-final mood particle. This study examines the syntactic and
semantic properties as well as the grammaticalization of these two uses.

2

The postverbal durative “Prep+Demyo.” is attached to some resultative
verb compounds with phase complements that have the semantic features
of [+dynamic], [-durative], and [+telic], and expresses the durativity of the
resultant states expressed by these RVCs. It forms a contrastive distribution
with the perfective marker /i. The sentence-final “Prep+Dem,.” fits with
the distributional and®functional properties of a typical sentence-final
particle in Chinese. It takes the preceding clause in its scope and can co-
occur with other sentence-final particles in a restricted order. It is used to

express the subjective mood meaning of emphasizing the existence of the
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state of affairs expressed by the preceding clause and facilitate the
conversation by taking on the discourse function of gaining strength to the
speaker’s communicative intention that can be implicit or explicit in the
conversation. Based on the synchronic data, I reconstruct two probable
pathways of the postverbal “Prep+Dem,.” in Lianhua Gan, i.e., “Locative >
Durative > Mood” and “Locative > Mood”. The significance of this study
mainly lies in its implications for cross-dialectal comparative studies on
the counterparts of the postverbal “Prep+Demy,.” in other Chinese dialects.

KEYWORDS
Locative prepositional phrase Durative aspect Sentence-final Mood
particle Gan Chinese

1. INTRODUCTION

The locative prepositional phrases of “Prep+Loc” in Chinese exhibit
various functions indicating locative, aspectual, and even mood meanings
in different syntactic positions. This paper examines the multi-
functionality and grammaticalization of “Prep+Loc” in Chinese through
the case study on the postverbal “Prep+Demyi,.” in the dialect variety of
Lianhua Gan in Jiangxi Province.

Previous studies presented important descriptions of the non-
locative uses of “Prep+Loc” appearing after the predicate, but its functions
and properties have not been identified clearly. First, most studies held that
the postverbal “Prep+Loc” expresses the durative aspect (Chu 2004; Lin
2011; Long 2016; Luo 1999; Qian 2003; Shi 1984, 1985, 2013; Wu and Li
2009; Xia 2017, 2020: 245-246; Xu and Shao 1997). However, it is often
the case that all the non-locative uses are held to be used as the durative
marker, and the concept of the durative aspect has been excessively
broadened so that it is not confined to indicate the temporal structure of an
event. Second, as “Prep+Loc” often appears at the end of the sentence,
some studies also mentioned that it can express the speaker’s mood (Long
2016; Qian 2003; Shi 1984, 1985; Xia 2017; Xu and Shao 1997).
Nevertheless, most studies did not examine the syntactic properties to see
whether it can be regarded as a sentence-final mood particle. To sum up,
the grammaticalized uses of “Prep+Loc” were not identified clearly. It is
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