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ABSTRACT

This paper provides a systematic account of tonogenesis. The emergence
of tone is a process of pitch upgrading from-an accompanying feature of
phonation types to a distinctive feature. It involves three linguistic
processes: Various phonation types, clear, breathy, falsetto, etc., which
intrinsically induce pitch differences; sonorous mono-syllabic morpheme
structure that enhances the pitch differences; and phonologization, which
conceptualizes the enhanced pitch differences to a phonological category,
tone. A flowchart is designed to show how the preconditions lead to
different phono-morphological types of the world’s languages and finally
output tone, and its later development. Furthermore, the geographic
distributions and ecological constraints of non-modal voices and tone are
explored.

KEYWORDS
Tone Tonogenesis Tonotypology Tone evolution Phonation types
Ecology

Acknowledgements I would like to thank David Bradley, Frank Jiao, Liufang Tang, Wendy Wang,
Mingying Wei, and anonymous reviewers for their various kinds of assistance during the
preparation of the paper.

Xiaonong Zhu [2660559923(@qq.com]; 26 Rankin Street, Campbell ACT 2612, Australia.

277



TONOGENESIS: NON-MODAL PHONATION AND MONO-SYLLABIC MORPHEME 317

KA A H RIS G P U A 2R AT B
SRBEK
YLk
RRRBA

W

ARG FE KR R GRE . AR AR - N E AR ES
(0 fE BERFAE SR TN XA AR L AR, HA =P B B A
SR . R AR, RIRGIUACE DO e R A R IR R
SRR —Fm DOas SRR IR, BURRRR AL 1R e DO AR
S FIETEE: . AR T MR BRI T
SEAF R I S F 51 A R S AT S S I lE e A, &
HJG 8 o ARSCRERIT 75 IR A 75 25 A0 75 I 1A U A AN AR 25 26 A

Kt
A ERkE EIEEE EREE RES &S





