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ABSTRACT

We explore argument realization in the resultative V-de construction under
the framework of the Theta System. We find that the theta grids of the
resultative V-de construction are of two types, i.e., ([+c-m], [-c]) and ([+c-
m], [-m]), depending on the (a-)thematic relation between the verb and
second/internal argument. Crucially, the external argument always has a /-
m feature (the minus value of the mental state), regardless of its animacy,
leading to a non-volitional Agent reading (animate) and a Cause reading
(inanimate). It is due to this [+c-m] feature cluster that the construction
yields an unintended result reading, which captures its preference for the
occurrence of dou ‘unexpectedly’ in the construction. In this sense, the
resultative V=de construction can be considered as a non-volitional
counterpart to its de-less counterpart. This contrast signals the
grammatical/morphological coding of volition, with the assistance of de,
in Mandarin Chinese. As for the internal argument, it can be either [-c] or
[-m], and their syntactic and semantic differences lend credence to the
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distinction between “outer objects” and “outermost objects”. The syntactic
distribution of [-c] is sensitive to animacy, with animate [-c] being allowed
to in both [NP1 V-de NP2 XP] and [NP1 ba-NP2 V-de XP], and inanimate
[-c] in [NP1 ba-NP2 V-de XP] only, due to the interactions between
animacy and case. As for [-m], it occurs in [NP1 V-de NP2 XP], in which
NP2 is not thematically related to V and ba-introduction is barred. This
study enriches the Theta System with Chinese data, in special regard to
how animacy, mental state, and volition may affect argument realization.
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1. INTRODUCTION TO V-DE

A Chinese verb, regardless of its transitivity, can be attached with
de to form V-de, which anchors the well-known construction [NP1 V-de
NP2 XP].! The intransitive pao-de ‘run-DE’ and transitive gi-de ‘annoy-
DE’ are exemplified in (1) and (2); respectively.

(1) Zhangsan paode hen -kuai. (V;-de; manner V-de)
PN run DE very fast
‘Zhangsan runs/ran fast.’

(2) Zhangsan qi de wo bu xiang xie xin le.? (V,-de; resultative
V-de)
PN annoy DE me not want writeletter SFP

‘Zhangsan annoyed me so much that I didn’t want to write the letter.’

The construction is typically classified into two types, viz. the
manner V-de and the resultative V-de, depending on the interpretation of
the post-de XPs, as exemplified by (1) and (2) respectively. These two
types also contrast syntactically with regard to whether a post-de NP is
allowed or not. Huang, Li and Li (2009: 88) explicated that “a phonetically
overt NP object is permitted post-verbally only in the resultative V-de
construction”. This generalization, however, seems to be contradicted by
attested data showing that post-de NPs cannot be licensed in some
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ATCAE Theta RAFLRHELR FRIT[V- 145 IR o sE B 7 20 %X
HPMAFE RS S, BI ([+e-m], [-c]) M1 ([+c-m], [-m]), P& K%
SAE TR AN R JC Z 8] 42 75 B 1 98 & (thematic relation) » P Ffi8
TCEEME — A EERILFE A, BN e B OEURE R RRE (RI/-m) .
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