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ABSTRACT

The paper explores the role of the copula 7& si’ in the interpretation of
the focus structure in early Southern Min playscripts. I examine the
configuration of s& si’ with respect to a-range of functional/lexical
categories such as kinds of adverbs, types of modals, voice (featuring
causativity and passitivity), aspect, and negation as well as verb and noun
phrases. I also put forward tree structures showing how focus vis-a-vis
topic in cleft and pseudo-cleft clauses with #& si” as the pivot are derived.
In a nutshell, the syntactic position of s& si’ is versatile and yet
constrained. There is an asymmetry of the distribution of subject and
object focusing with respect to the position of the copula A& si’. I posit
with Rizzi (2013) that the focus feature in the FocP triggers merging the
focus constituent to the head Foc in FocP in CP. Apart from bearing the
assertive force in the clause typing, the copula s& si’ plays a supporting
role of scoping over the focus constituent. I capture the syntactic behavior
of the copula j& si’ by construing it as an indispensable pivot in the
derivation of focus structure.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The paper explores the role of the copula J& si’ in the
interpretation of focus structure in early Southern Min playscripts dating
back to the sixteenth century at the earliest' (Wu 2001a, 2001b, 2001c¢,
2001d; QWQDXY 2010). The major function of the copula »& si’is to
turn a constituent into a predicate to be combined with the subject to form
a sentence.” In particular, the copula s& si’ is indispensable to the
predication of noun phrases. It is quite natural that there 'will be a focus
constituent in sentences to carry the new information set against the given
information. 1 propose that the articulation of focus in the designated
position in FocP is based on the feature-driven Agree mechanism. The
copula #& si’ fulfilling the important role of making assertion occupies a
structural position scoping over the .locus element. In Section 2
(theoretical background) before discussing the syntactic distribution of
the copula /& si” and the focus constituent falling under its scope, I will
first pin down the structural position of the copula /& si’. Then I will
touch on the approaches to functional categories. Third, I will then move
to clefts and pseudo-clefts with the copula s si” as an indispensable
pivot. Fourth, I will-introduce the classification of copular clauses which
bears on the distribution of focus structure. Fifth, I will dwell on the role
of the copula & si’. Last, I show types of foci. Section 3 investigates the
syntactic position of functional/lexical categories with J& si’ as the pivot.
Section 4 presents & si’ in the hierarchy of functional categories.
Section 5 explores the non-occurrence of & si’ between verb and object.
Section 6 furnishes the co-presence of topic and focus. Section 7 features
the decopularization of #& si’ in the wh_strings. Section 8 gives the
derivation of cleft-clauses and pseudo-cleft clauses with /& si” as the
copula. Section 9 presents conclusions.

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

I will first update our knowledge of theoretical assumptions about
syntactic status of copulas and the views on & si’-marked focus
elements versus topic along the lines of the cartographic approach to
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